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Happy new year, and welcome to the February 2016
BAVS Newsletter, bringing you all the latest news,
events and publications from BAVS members –
including information about this year’s BAVS Annual
conference. The conference will be held at Cardiff
from 31 August to 2 September, and the theme this
year is ‘Consuming the Victorians’. The deadline for
proposals is 1 March, and we’re already looking
forward to seeing lots of you there.
Included here are some special offers exclusively for
BAVS members. Adam Matthew are offering a free
trial of the Victorian Popular Culture collection; see
the Resources section for details. Discounts are also
available for selected publications; have a look at the
‘Recent Publications’ section for more information.
There is a new section this issue: ‘Members’ Notices’.
This area is intended for interactions between all
members, but has been included particularly with
those members who are not part of a Higher
Education Institution in mind, a for example to pose
research questions, or invite guidance or thoughts on
a research topic that might be difficult to come by
elsewhere. This issue, the section includes a
fascinating essay on Victorian soldiers.
As ever, if you have any announcements you’d like to
be included in the next Newsletter, or suggestions as
to anything else you’d like to see included in future
issues, please e-mail me at BAVSNews@gmail.com.
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This is to alert you to the upcoming abstract deadline for this year’s BAVS
conference: 1 March. We look forward to receiving your abstract. Please note that
information on PGR, postdoc and MA bursaries and application details will be made
available shortly (the deadline for applications is after the abstract deadline, so we ask
PGRs and postdocs who wish to give papers and apply for a bursary to submit
their abstract to the 1 March deadline and apply separately for the bursary later
on).
The conference poster is now available for download, in two motifs (Victorian
Arcades, and Cardiff Castle): http://bavs2016.co.uk/press-media/
Please note that accommodation needs to be booked separately with Cardiff’s
Accommodation Office; the link is now live: http://bavs2016.co.uk/location-travel/bookyour-accommodation/
The Victorian age saw the emergence of ‘modern’ consumer culture: in urban life,
commerce, literature, art, science and medicine, entertainment, the leisure and tourist
industries. The expansion and proliferation of new mass markets and inessential goods
opened up pleasurable and democratising forms of consumption while also raising
anxieties about urban space, the collapse of social and gendered boundaries, the
pollution of domestic and public life, the degeneration of the moral and social health of
the nation. This conference is concerned with the complexity and diversity of Victorian

2

consumer cultures and also seeks to consider our contemporary consumption of the
Victorian/s.

We welcome proposals for individual papers, and encourage proposals for panels (3paper sessions), on, but not limited to, the following topics:
Urban spaces and city life: the flâneur/flâneuse, the steam/trolley bus, the rise of
suburbia, street cultures
Transformations of the countryside: the Victorian pastoral, the country retreat, the
farm, garden cities and model villages, alternative communities
Commerce: the department store, fashion, retail and advertising
Politics: new political mass movements, Chartism, feminism, Fabianism, ‘Victorian
values’ in the present
Art: Pre-Raphaelitism, Impressionism, arts and crafts, photography, illustration
Science and technology: the railway, the Great Exhibition and exhibition cultures, the
lecture, the gramophone, physics, biology
Science, spectacle and performance: taxidermy, the magic lantern, the diorama, the
cinematograph
Literature: the magazine, newspaper, sensation, railway, crime and other popular
fiction markets, self-help, religious tracts
Consuming life styles: the Girl of the Period, the Aesthete, the Dandy, the Decadent, the
New Woman, the Lion/ess, the fashionable author, interview cultures
Cultures of entertainment and leisure: oper(ett)a, theatre and melodrama, the
recital, music halls and concert halls, sheet music and instrument manufacture, the
amateur, the club and associational culture, the bicycle, sports, boating
The tourist industry: sightseeing, the preservation of and popular attraction to
historical buildings (e.g. National Trust), Baedeker, new (imperial) travel cultures
3

Medicine and the market place: medical treatments and therapeutics, medical
advertising, professional practices, public and private treatment practices, institutional
medicine, alternative therapies
The pleasures and perils of consumption: music, food cultures, cooking, chocolate,
alcohol, addiction, opium, fashion, smoking, sex
Consuming bodies, moral contagion, social reform and the law: the city at night,
prostitution, homosexuality, pornography, the ‘Maiden Tribute’ and trafficking;
censorship, temperance, Obscene Publications Acts, Contagious Diseases Acts, National
Purity Association, social purity activism, feminism, social welfare movements
The ‘other’ Victorians: the Victorians through the lens of their 19th-century
contemporaries; the Victorians and 19th-century Europe; European Victorians
The Victorians and their pasts/Victorian consumption of earlier periods: Victorian
medievalism in art and architecture, the Victorian Renaissance
Victorian afterlives: how the Victorian/s have been consumed by subsequent periods,
such as the Modernists, Leavisites, faux/retro/post- and neo-Victorianism, heritage film
and costume drama, the Victorians in contemporary architecture, art, interior
decoration, music

Reception in the Impressionist galleries, with access to the Victorian art gallery, followed by an
organ recital and conference dinner, National Museum Cardiff.
House tour of Cardiff Castle, with interior decoration by Victorian architect William Burges.

For further details consult our website: BAVS2016.co.uk
All conference presenters are required to be members of BAVS or an affiliated organisation (e.g.
AVSA, NAVSA).
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Please submit an individual proposal of 250-300 words OR a 3-4 page outline for a 3 paper
panel proposal (including panel title, abstracts with titles, affiliations and all contact details,
identifying the panel chair), to BAVS2016@cardiff.ac.uk by the deadline of 1 March 2016.
Papers will be limited to 20 minutes. All proposals should include your name, academic
affiliation (if applicable) and email address.
Enquiries should be directed to Professor Ann Heilmann (BAVS2016@cardiff.ac.uk).
Conference organisers
Megen de Bruin-Molé (PGR, Cardiff), Rachel Cowgill (Music, Huddersfield), Daný van Dam (PGR,
Cardiff), Holly Furneaux (English, Cardiff), Kate Griffiths (French, Cardiff), Catherine Han (PGR,
Cardiff), Ann Heilmann (English, Cardiff), Anthony Mandal (English, Cardiff), Akira Suwa (PGR,
Cardiff), Julia Thomas (English, Cardiff), Keir Waddington (History, Cardiff), Martin Willis
(English, Cardiff)
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Upcoming Events
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North West Print Culture Research

Emma Liggins (Manchester

Network: Serialisation, magazines

Metropolitan University): ‘Spectralising

and Victorian authorship

Modernity: Supernatural Stories in the

9 March, 2016, 1:30-6pm

Strand’

Aldham Robarts Library, Liverpool

Dr Emma Liggins is Senior Lecturer in

John Moores University

English at Manchester Metropolitan

The second meeting of the North West
Print Culture Research Network, in
association with the Research Society
for Victorian Periodicals, will take place
on the afternoon of Wednesday, 9
March, 2016 in the basement seminar
room of the Aldham Robarts Library.
1:30–1:45: Meeting up – tea and coffee
1:45–2:45: Plenary speaker

University. Recent publications include
Odd Women? Spinsters, Lesbians and
Widows in British Women’s Fiction,
1850s-1930s (Manchester University
Press, 2014), and The British Short
Story (with Andrew Maunder and Ruth
Robbins) (Palgrave, 2011). She has also
published an article on Vernon Lee and
the supernatural in Gothic Studies
(2013) and an article on the Woman’s
Signal in Victorian Periodicals Review

Joanne Shattock (University of

(2014). She has a forthcoming chapter

Leicester): ‘Serials, Series and the

on women’s ghost stories in Women

Pressures of a House Magazine’

Writers of Short Stories, ed. Emma

Professor Joanne Shattock has been a
major figure in Victorian studies for

Young (Edinburgh University Press,
2015).

many years, and has, apart from her

Minna Vuohelainen (Edge Hill

own distinguished work on Victorian

University): ‘“A new detective method”:

literature, been responsible for and

The Adventures of Richard Marsh's

centrally involved in such projects as

Female Detective Judith Lee in the

the New Cambridge Bibliography of

Strand Magazine, 1911-16’

English Literature, and the Dictionary of
Nineteenth Century Journalism. She is
currently President of the Research
Society for Victorian Periodicals.
2:45–4:00: Research papers
9

Dr Minna Vuohelainen is Senior
Lecturer in English Literature and MA
Programme Leader at Edge Hill
University. Her recent publications

include Richard Marsh (University of

UWE LONG NINETEENTH-CENTURY

Wales Press, 2015), the co-edited

NETWORK (LNCN)

collection Interpreting Primo Levi:

Research Paper Programme Spring 2016

Interdisciplinary Perspectives
(Palgrave, 2015) and a critical edition of

All sessions will be held on Frenchay
Campus, Wednesday 14.00-15.00

Richard Marsh’s Complete Judith Lee
Adventures (Valancourt, 2016). Her

10 February 2016: Prof. William Hughes

research interests include the fin de

(Bath Spa University) ‘The Cranial Anatomy

siècle, gothic and crime fiction, print

of Genius: Phrenology, Exhumation and

culture, spatial theory and London

Celebrity in the Nineteenth Century’ 2S705

literatures. She is currently embarking

2 March 2016: Dr Rehan Hyder (UWE)

on a new project on Thomas Hardy and

‘School

the gothic.

Performance and the Colonial Subject’

4:00–4:30: More tea and coffee
4:30–6:00: Postgraduate panel
Organised by Kim Edwards-Keates,
Chloe Holland and Clare Horrocks
To register your attendance and for
further information, please contact:
Dr Minna Vuohelainen
(minna.vuohelainen@edgehill.ac.uk)
Prof. Brian Maidment
(b.e.maidment@ljmu.ac.uk)
For directions, please visit
https://www.ljmu.ac.uk/contactus/find-us.
We would like to thank Faculty
Research Committee at LJMU for
funding this meeting of the Network.
10

of

Industry:

Thug

Tourism,

2S611
20

April

2016:

Prof.

William

Greenslade (UWE) ‘Encounters with the
Urban Pastoral’ 2S611
For details of access to UWE Frenchay
Campus please see
http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/comingtouwe/campus
mapsandinformation/frenchaycampus.aspx

North and South Culture Cafe talks at
the University of Hull (Open Campus
programme)

The North and South project aims to
challenge stereotypes about the North

Please visit the North and South Spring

debate and pursuing archival, literary

2016 webpage for further details and to

and historical research focusing on the

book a place. All talks are free and no

period 1837-1947 in a collaboration

prior knowledge is necessary!

between staff at the Universities of Hull

Postcards from the North: Resistance

and Southampton. Both cities shared

& Belonging in the First World War

similar experiences during both First

Saturday 19 March 2016 at 2-4pm

and Second World Wars as conduits for

Brynmor Jones Library, Teaching Room

trade and migration but their different

TR3, HU6 7RX

regional locations also shaped these

Dr Ingrid Hanson, Sheffield Hallam

histories.

University

To find out more about the Project

Forgotten gateways to freedom? The

contact Professor Katharine Cockin on

North/South Transmigrant Corridor

northsouth2017@hull.ac.uk and follow

Between Hull and Southampton

the project on Twitter

and South by generating productive

@northsouth2017.
Saturday 2 April 2016 at 2-4pm
Brynmor Jones Library, Teaching Room

Cosmopolis and Beyond: Literary

TR3, HU6 7RX

Cosmopolitanism After the Republic

Dr Nick Evans, University of Hull & Dr

of Letters

James Jordan, University of
Southampton
Thinking Geographically in
Edwardian Hull
Saturday 16 April 2016 at 2-4 pm
Brynmor Jones Library, Teaching Room
TR3, HU6 7RX
Professor David Atkinson, University of
Hull

International

Conference,

Trinity

College, Oxford, 18-19 March 2016
Cosmopolitanism, derived from the
ancient Greek for ‘world citizenship’,
offers

a

radical

nationalism,
imagine

asking

themselves

alternative

to

individuals

to

as

part

of

a

community that goes beyond national
and linguistic boundaries. Recent years
have seen an explosion of interest in
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cosmopolitanism in the humanities and

uncontroversial, though, it has also been

social

within

attacked by those who have denounced

politics.

its universalism as impossible and its

sciences,

philosophy,

especially

sociology

and

Cosmopolitanism, however, has also
exercised

a

shaping

influence

on

modern literary culture. It is well known
that during the Enlightenment it found
an embodiment in the Republic of
Letters. Its evolution thereafter included
uneasy alliances with the idea of Empire
in the nineteenth century, and with the
experiments of the international avant
gardes and modernist circles, and the
phenomenon of globalisation in the

social ethos as elitist.
This

conference

literary

explores

manifestations

different
of

the

cosmopolitan ideal, broadly conceived,
and its influence on modern literary
culture. It seeks to tease out elements of
continuity and rupture in a long history
of literary cosmopolitanism that goes
from the decline of the Republic of
Letters to the era of globalisation.

twentieth. Through these, and more,

For programme and registration visit

cultural formations cosmopolitanism

the conference website:

has given rise to new ways of writing,
reading,

translating

and

circulating

texts; these processes have, in turn, led

https://cosmopolisandbeyond.wordpre
ss.com/

to new understandings of individual and

Gender Stereotypes in the Long

national identity, new forms of ethics

Nineteenth Century

and new configurations of aesthetic and
political engagement.

A one-day symposium entitled ‘Gender
Stereotypes in the Long Nineteenth

From Kant to Derrida, cosmopolitanism

Century’ will be held at Stirling

has in the course of history been seen as

University in Scotland on Saturday, 30th

fostering peace and communication

April 2016, with the aim of exploring the

across

intersections of gender with class and
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borders.

Far

from

being

race in the construction of national and

discourse’s attempts to expand and

imperial ideologies, and the fluid

construct the British Empire.

transformation of these tropes from the
Romantic to the Victorian period as well
as their legacy in the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries.

By examining the ways in which the
development and re-signification of
male and female stereotypes
contributed to constructions of national

The symposium will explore the impact

and imperial identities in the long

of Edmund Burke’s familial trope and

nineteenth century, this symposium

his ideal of female domesticity on the

seeks to shed new light on issues related

formation of British national discourse,

to race and xenophobia in

ideology of motherhood and mother

contemporary Britain. A diachronic

country, the effects of female

conversation that connects the past and

domesticity when challenged by

the present will unveil similarities and

transgressive sexualities, queer

differences, and will help to understand

identities, and Orientalist stereotypes

British identity as it is being

related to women in the construction of

renegotiated in the present. In this

British imperialism.

respect, it is significant to address the

Some speakers will focus on the
destabilisation of gender boundaries
both in literature and in medical fiction,
where cross-dressing male nurses
mingle with ‘unwomanly’ female
doctors, and on the role of masculinity
among surgeons and explorers in

ways in which nineteenth-century
gender stereotypes are being challenged
or transformed by contemporary
cultural productions, as constructions of
national identities are being refigured
and reconceptualised in the light of
current social and cultural changes.

Britain and the United States.

Confirmed Keynotes

Stereotypes of military manliness and

Prof. Joanne Begiato, Oxford Brookes

the role of emotions in sentimental

University, ‘The role of military

masculinity will also be examined, as

manliness as an emotional catalyst in

well as the dynamics of gender, class,

constructing English masculine identity

and race in relation to British national

c. 1790-1850’.
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Prof. Holly Furneaux, Cardiff
University, ‘Kind hearted gunmen? An
emotional history of the Victorian
military Man of Feeling’.
Prof. Reina Lewis, London College of
Fashion, UAL, ‘Still not part of
‘western’ modernity?: Muslim women,
dressed embodiment, and alterity’.

The symposium is funded by the
Division of Literature and Languages
(University of Stirling), and by BARS
(British Association for Romantic
Studies)
The costs for attendees will be £ 20. To
reserve a place please follow the link:

Dr Barbara Leonardi, University of
Stirling
9.40-11.00: Opening Keynotes: Military
Masculinities

http://shop.stir.ac.uk/browse/extra_inf

(Chair: Dr Bethan Benwell, University of

o.asp?compid=1&modid=1&deptid=8&c

Stirling)

atid=25&prodid=289

Prof. Joanne Begiato, Oxford Brookes

For more information contact the

University, ‘The role of military

symposium convener: Dr Barbara

manliness as an emotional catalyst in

Leonardi | barbara.leonardi@stir.ac.uk |

constructing English masculine identity

Literature and Languages | School of

c. 1790-1850’.

Arts and Humanities | University of
Stirling | Stirling FK9 4LA | Scotland |
Tel: + 44 (0) 1786 467576 | Twitter:
@DrBLeonardi
Programme
09.00-09.30: Registration
09.30-9.40: Welcoming
14

Prof. Holly Furneaux, Cardiff University,
‘Kind hearted gunmen? An emotional
history of the Victorian military Man of
Feeling’.
11.00-11.30: Coffee Break
11.30-12.30: Gender and Medicine

(Chair TBC)
Dr Lena Wånggren, University of
Edinburgh, ‘Gender instability in late-

Prof. Angela Smith, University of
Stirling, ‘Katherine Mansfield: A colonial
Modernist’.

Victorian medical fiction’.

15.30-16.00 Coffee, Tea, and Cake

Dr Michael Brown, University of

16.00-17.00: Transgressive Sexualities

Roehampton, London, ‘Surgeons,

and Queer Identities

explorers and masculinity in Britain and
the United States, 1850-1914’.
12.30-13.30 Lunch
13.30-14.30: ‘Mothers of the Nation’
(Chair: Dr Suzanne Gilbert, University of
Stirling)
Dr Kerri Andrews, University of
Strathclyde, Glasgow, ‘Ann Yearsley and
maternal feeling’.
Dr Barbara Leonardi, University of
Stirling, ‘Motherhood, mother country,
and migrant maternity ca. 1790-1840’.
14.30-15.30: Intersections of Gender,
Class, and Race
(Chair: Dr Lena Wånggren, University of
Edinburgh)
Dr Katie Halsey, University of Stirling,
‘Hannah More’s Strictures on the
Modern System of Female Education
(1799) and Coelebs in Search of a Wife
(1808)’.

(Chair TBC)
Prof Carla Sassi, University of Verona,
“And then a queer thought came to her”:
The destabilisation of gender
boundaries in Lewis Grassic Gibbon’s A
Scots Quair.
Dr Sarah Parker, Loughborough
University, ‘‘Charlotte is evidently a
pervert’: Reading the lesbian stereotype,
ca. 1880-1930’.
17.00-17.45: Concluding Keynote:
Gender and Orientalism
(Chair: Dr Barbara Leonardi, University
of Stirling)
Prof. Reina Lewis, London College of
Fashion, UAL, ‘Still not part of ‘western’
modernity?: Muslim women, dressed
embodiment, and alterity’.
17.45-18.00: Concluding Remarks
China in Britain: 1760 to 1860
University of Manchester 12-13 May
2016
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A conference organised by British Inter-

historians have studied “Britain in

university China Centre (BICC) and the

China”, they have largely ignored China

Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS).

in Britain after the heyday of eighteenth

2016 marks the bicentenary of Lord
Amherst’s embassy to China. This
episode of history seems to have been
largely forgotten by historians of Britain
and China, and has generated little
scholarship. But the embassy is
important because the delegates saw –
in their eyes - a different China to that
which had been described before: “Dirt,
squalidness, and extreme poverty were
as usual their leading characteristics.
Their inhabitations were miserable
beyond anything which England can
exemplify … they looked more like the
dens of beasts than the habitations of
men” (Clarke Abel, 1819). The British
were changing their opinion about, and

century Sinophilia, and before the
darker turn in relations in the midnineteenth century. Tea gave rise to and
also saw the decline of the Honourable
Company. What is the social life of tea
in the United Kingdom? How did
increasing dependence on the China
trade and the ascend of the “private
English” lead to a change in public
opinion and ultimately policy? What
does this change tell us about British
polity and society? We welcome
historians/scholars of Britain and China
to a debate that addresses the following
issues in an effort to promote AngloChinese, some might say Sino-British,
studies.

soon their policy towards, the Middle

For more information, please e-mail

Kingdom. Chinoiserie would soon lead

sarah.coakley@manchester.ac.uk

to the “scramble for China”. Although
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Forgotten Geographies in the Fin de

artists and writers of the 1880s and

Siècle, 1880-1920

1890s were avid travellers and readers
who came in contact with a vast range of

8-9 July 2016

European cultures – Belgian, Bohemian,

Birkbeck College, University of

Greek, Norwegian, Russian, Spanish… As

London

a way of escaping industrialisation and

Confirmed Keynote Speakers:
Professor Regenia Gagnier (Exeter)
Dr Olga Kirillova (National Pedagogical
Dragomanov University, Kyiv)
Dr Stefano Evangelista (Trinity, Oxford)
The glamour and mystery of the place,
with its sinister atmosphere of forgotten
nations, appealed to the imagination of

cultural homogenisation, or as a
consequence of imperial politics, many
artists and writers also interacted with
further cultures, such as Chinese,
Egyptian, Indian, Moroccan, and
Turkish, to name but a few. British
authors of the fin de siècle were
undeniably influenced by French
writing, but also by Scandinavian
naturalists like Ibsen and Hamsun, and
by the newly translated fiction of

my friend.

Turgenev and Tolstoy.
Arthur Conan Doyle, The Adventure of the
Devil’s Foot

Likewise, the impact and
response to British art and literature in

Recent years have seen an upsurge of

the international cultural community

interest in fin-de-siècle cultural studies

has yet to be explored. Anglomania was

and, in particular, in the growth of

a distinct tendency among aesthetes in

cosmopolitanism and internationalism

turn-of-the-century Hungary, Russia,

in Europe during the 1880s and 1890s.

Austria, Ukraine, and Poland, to name

This critical reception has tended to

but a few. The promotion of British

read British fin-de-siècle culture as a

aestheticism was often seen by the

reflection of and reaction to specific

locals as a step to modernisation and

European countries, mainly France. The

advancement of national artistic and

wealth and variety of imperial and

literary tradition. English magazines,

industrial Britain’s cross-cultural

which facilitated revolutionary changes

exchanges, however, has not been

in publishing, design, and international

generally considered as a whole. British
17

networking, e.g. The Studio, The Yellow

aim to reconsider the intellectual and

Book, The Savoy, were set as examples

national foundations of the British fin de

for the emerging culture of periodicals

siècle, assessing the role of other

in Eastern Europe. The late Pre-

‘forgotten’ cultures in the articulation of

Raphaelite movement, especially works

British cultural movements of the time.

and ideas of Burne-Jones and Watts, was

At the same time, we intend to unlock

also a powerful yet underappreciated

and reframe the perception of British

influence on the development of

authors abroad by explicating the

Symbolism in Polish visual culture.

reinvention of meaning of their work in

As recent research questions the
cultural segregation between East and

different cultural, social, and political
environments.

West, challenging post-colonial

Organisers: Leire Barrera-Medrano

assumptions about imperial hierarchy,

(Birkbeck, University of London), Sasha

and instead emphasising global

Dovzhyk (Birkbeck, University of

networks of reciprocity, it is the

London)

intention of this conference to further
expand this debate. By bringing together
established and emerging scholars, we
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More information
www.forgottengeographies.wordpress.c
om

Members’ Notices
part of the British Empire, a second

Request for information
Any information on the London-based

India.'

China Association around 1900 to

A united New Army defending China

around 1906 would be very welcome.

would add weight to his argument that

My next Sherlock Holmes novel is set in

England should adopt a hands-off

Peking in 1906/7. I'm giving Watson his

stance.

own task. At the request of General Yuan

references to correspondence between

Watson goes secretly to China to help

the British Foreign Office and the China

with military reforms designed to help

Association in the period leading up to

China fend off the constant attacks from

1906.

American and European Powers keen
for mercantile advantage. Privately, Sir
Edward Grey is trying to withstand the
demands by the Old China Hands to
'inherit

the

Manchu

mantle'

by

establishing a British Protectorate over
much of China, including the Yangtze

The

I

would

proposal

to

appreciate

form

a

any

'China

Association' was made at an inaugural
dinner held for 'gentlemen with some
connection to the Far East', at the
Thatched House Club in London, on 4
March 1889.

river basin. As Grey puts it, 'There are

Anyone who can help should contact

certain former tai-pans we refer to as

Tim

Old China Hands who will never be

tim.symonds@shevolution.com

satisfied until we have made China a

19

Symonds

on

Glenn Fisher FRHistS, ‘The Soldier

the pipers of the Scots Guards provided

Slighted’

the music. Lady Cardigan, the widow of

In times of war and not before
God and the soldier we adore
But in times of peace and all things
righted
God is forgotten and the soldier slighted.

Lord Cardigan, who led the charge, was
present. Some of the veterans were bent
and grey and in fustian workhouse
clothes and one in particular, James
Brennan, formerly of the 17th Lancers,

Kipling 'A Time for Prayer'

drew press attention 3 During the event
The image that accompanies this work

the Thespian William Pennington, who

shows 36 survivors of the Charge of the

had ridden in the charge with the 11th

Light

in

Hussars, recited Tennyson's immortal

London. The photograph was taken by

poem. The Daily News report concluded

the firm of Boning and Small on the

with a quote from the poem : 'When can

afternoon of Wednesday 2nd July 1890.

their glory fade?' It provided its own

On that day the 38 veterans arrived at

response - 'a melancholy answer in the

Addison Road Station at 2pm and,

fact that it is necessary to organise a

preceded by the band of the Honourable

benefit in a skating rink in order to

Artillery Company, formed fours and

rescue some of those heroes from the

marched to Olympia to the strains of

workhouse.'4

1

Brigade

outside

Olympia

'The British Grenadiers.' 2. Press reports
The London Daily News reported

observed that at Olympia a large and
the

the event under the headline 'Balaclava

veterans. Inside the hall the trumpeters

Heroes at Olympia' and described the

appreciative

crowd

applauded

of the 12th Royal Lancers, the Fifes and
Drums of the Coldstream Guards and

fête organized by the Olympian Roller
Skating Club for The Light Brigade Relief
Fund.

11A

version of this image with the names of those
present appeared in the Boys Own Paper , no.610 vol.
XII Saturday 30th September 1890 p813.
2 London Daily News Thursday 3rd July 1890.

20

3 Evening Telegraph and Star.
4 Ibid.

Picture credit : Bristol culture/ Bristol Museums, Galleries & Archives.

The origins of this fund are found

from

members

and

from

military

in the spring of 1890. On 15th April the

connections enabled a free dinner to be

Pall Mall Gazette published a report of

provided

an interview given to a Kent newspaper

comrades in arms. Those who could

by

Wightman

afford it, paid for their own meal. With

appealing for funds. Wightman had been

time numbers of the society had

in the 17th Lancers before being

naturally reduced through death and

commissioned into the Military Train in

misfortune. Some of the latter were

1865. He stated that at a meeting of the

unable to pay their subscriptions. At the

Balaclava Commemoration committee

time of writing the society had a mere

on 5th October 1889 they had resolved

£21 in the bank and had only raised £3

to rescind a rule in the constitution that

the previous year. Therefore they were

forbade asking the public for assistance.

unable to entertain their old comrades

He

who could not pay their own railway

Lieutenant

reminded

James

readers

that

the

for

less

other

fortunate

committee had existed for the purpose

expenses

of celebrating the anniversary of the

Wightman then referred to the promise

charge of the 600 by an annual dinner at

made by Lord Cardigan, said to have

St James's in London. Subscriptions

been delivered by him to survivors the

21

and

the

incidentals.

day after the charge : 'My men, you have

privates

done a glorious deed. England will be

trumpeter Brown (all aged and poor).

proud of you, and grateful to you. If you

From the 13th Light Dragoons : Cooper

live to get home, be sure you will be

(sweeping the roads for Kensington

provided for. Not one of you fine fellows

vestry),

will ever have to seek refuge in the

From the 11th Hussars: Sergeant Brown

workhouse.'

The provenance of this

( ill health and failing, pension 1/3d per

improbable and convenient quotation is

day), Spring (in extreme poverty),

suspect.

Glanister

It

first

appeared

in

the

Burns

and

Mayhew

(in

Butler

(miserably

extreme

and

poor).

poverty)

Westmorland Gazette 11th January 1889

Richardson (blind in one eye, drifts from

in an article about members of the Light

workhouse to lodging house and back

Brigade in needy circumstances. There

again), Lawson, who lost an arm in the

are however, no contemporary accounts

charge (now an in-pensioner so forfeits

where it appears.

pension). From the 8th Hussars : Doyle

He observed that the promise
had not been kept and that many of the
Light

Brigade

survivors

were

in

miserable poverty. Wightman added 'If
we cannot make the authorities open
their hearts we may at least cause the
public's ears to tingle.' Therefore a

(starving

in

Dublin)

Trumpeter

Donoghue (living on charity), Rogers
(helpless through age and disease, in
Withington workhouse), Keenan (out of
work), Grant (in-pensioner), Farrell,
Carroll and Brewington (no work and in
great distress).

general fund was being opened to assist

James Wightman concluded with

old and worn out heroes of that day. The

a call to start a national movement to

paper published a list of necessitous

shame the authorities into action adding

survivors

five

that this was the first time the Balaclava

regiments that had composed the Light

committee had 'sent round the hat.' This

Brigade. The missing regiment being the

report was disseminated in provincial

4th Light Dragoons. From the 17th

papers in the week following its

Lancers:

publication in the Pall Mall Gazette.

from

four

Brennan

of

the

(workhouse),

Marshall (disabled and in extreme
want), Holland (no resources), Smith
(crippled and in the Strand workhouse)
22

The Sheffield Evening Telegraph
on

18th

April

referred

back

to

Tennyson's poem with the modified line

'Theirs but to do and starve.' The

Kipling's 'twenty broken troopers' on

Dundee Evening Telegraph published a

their way to the workhouse via 'the

parody of Tennyson's poem that had

master singer's' (Tennyson's) residence,

appeared in Punch which included the

was a vast one. When this copy was

line 'Workhouse to the right of them;

disseminated

workhouse

Kingdom, it provoked condemnatory

to

the

left

of

them;

the

United

comment. The Nottingham Evening Post

workhouse in front of them.'
Ten days later the Pall Mall
Gazette published the results of the
appeal. The sum of £24 had been
donated. Along with this disappointing
sum there were more details of the
abject poverty of some of the survivors.
One of whom had to sell his furniture to
get by and now had nothing left to sell.
James Herbert appealed for help from
the surviving officers of the Light
Brigade 5

26th

April

mentioned

'niggardly

patriotism.' The poems though were
instrumental in stirring a reaction. The
Pall Mall Gazette on 7th May observed
that Wightman and Herbert had 'been
advised they were not going to work in
the wisest manner' The author of this
observation was not identified but with
Wightman and Herbert's agreement, the
'Light Brigade Relief Committee' was
formed. Among its members were Lord
Tennyson, the Marquis of Hartington,

Just as Tennyson's poem had
captivated

across

the

nation

from

Viscount Wolseley, the Earl of Airlie, Sir

1854

Frederick Leighton and the Secretary for

onwards, Kipling's poem, written in

War, Edward Stanhope. Later in the

response to the pathetic amount raised

month another committee was formed

and entitled 'The Last of the Light

in order to look into the circumstances

Brigade' condemned that nation for its

of the various applicants for relief.

indifference. The poem was written in
April 1890. The distance between the
noble heroes of the Light Brigade
immortalised in Tennyson's poem and

Concurrent

the lives and fate of veterans from the
Crimean War and Indian Mutiny had
veterans

23

these

developments the broader question of

galvanised

5
Pall Mall Gazette 25th April 1890, 4th
edition, p5.

with

society

in

association

Dundee.
had

A

been

established with the aim of getting the

state to provide a pension of a shilling

remove some misapprehensions with

per day for all such veterans who were

regard to Balaclava veterans. He wrote

unpensioned, and raising the pensions

that the Government had considered

of those who were in receipt of less than

whether

that amount. The 'movement' for these

providing

goals

initially

Balaclava survivors. The difficulties of

established in Aberdeen and Leeds, and

drawing a line between them and other

later York, Barnsley and Huddersfield.

Crimean and Indian Mutiny veterans

With the support of Dundee Members of

who had also served and suffered were

Parliament, the Crimean and Indian

insuperable. He observed that in many

Mutiny veterans cause was represented

cases the veterans were disqualified

in the Commons.6 This pressure brought

from pensions due to misconduct or

to light a fundamental difference in

insufficient service. It was therefore

approach between those who wished for

impossible to expect the taxpayer to

a universal pension to be provided by

provide

the state via the Chelsea Hospital

Furthermore considerable numbers of

Commissioners and those who believed

Crimean and Indian Mutiny veterans did

that private charity was the solution to

not come within the strict limits of the

the problem.

regulations. These regulations were

saw

associations

With regard to the Light Brigade
veterans, the government's perspective
was expressed in a letter in the month
following the creation of the Light
Brigade Relief Committee, by Stanhope
to the editor of the West Kent Advertiser
and republished in The Standard on
26th June 1890. Stanhope desired to

it

would

special

funds

be

justified

pensions

for

their

to

in
the

support.

framed under Acts of Parliament and it
was not within his power to disregard
them. Stanhope concluded that it was
only proper that these cases should be
met by private effort. In the case of the
Balaclava survivors this was already
being done. A committee had been set
up for this purpose. He concluded 'I do
not think it can with any justice be
contended that the present Government,
any more than its predecessors, have

6
Hansard House of Commons debates 27th
June 1890 vol.346 c196; 30th June 1890 vol. 346
c334; 7th July 1890 vol. 346 cc918-9; 11th August
1890 vol.348 cc612-4.
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been unmindful of the wants of old
soldiers; but we have all been bound by
regulations which we could not, in

justice to the taxpayer, ask the House of

exclusively to those in extreme poverty

Commons to relax.'

but to broaden its charity to provide

The fête at Olympia was part of a
series of events specifically organised to
raise money for the Light Brigade Relief
Fund. Other events included concerts
and the phonograph recordings of
Trumpeter Martin Lanfried of the 17th
Lancers and a survivor of the charge,
sounding

the

charge,

Florence

Nightingale remembering the veterans
and Lord Tennyson reciting his poem.
The

activities

of

the

two

relief to others. Applicants were divided
into classes according to their relative
poverty with due regard to their age,
character and necessities. The research
for this had involved the War Office,
parish

officials,

various

charitable

organizations as well as Light Brigade
veterans 'holding good positions'. As a
result of enquiries made, the Light
Brigade Relief Fund divided into two
portions. Half of the money collected
was expended on grants paid either to

committees continued until they were

the

wound up in April 1891. By then they

'responsible persons' like ministers and

had received a total of £6753 1s 4d. The

county court judges, who had consented

bulk of this money was raised in the

to take charge of the money and pay it

United Kingdom, but there had been

out in instalments. The system of

donations from some Indian princes and

classification adopted was as follows :

from the colonies of the Empire. In a

£15 limit to those veterans in receipt of

letter written to the Morning Post and

government pensions and allowances of

published on 6th April 1891 the

over a shilling per day; £30 limit to

committee gave an account of its work.

those who were in poverty but not

Initially it had been thought that
about 20 Light Brigade veterans were
destitute but they had received about
100 applications for relief. Within this
total a small number were destitute but
a greater number were described as 'in
distress.' Therefore the committee had
decided not to restrict its activities
25

veterans

themselves

or

to

precluded by age or infirmity from
earning a living; £60 for unpensioned
men

who

seemed

disabled

from

employment owing to ill health or age.
The balance of the remaining total was
to be handed over to the commissioners
of the Patriotic Fund 'to dispose of it
according to an actuarial calculation' in
payments of a few shillings per week to

the oldest and most destitute of Light

his own fault. They added that because

Brigade survivors. Finally the letter

of this he had inevitably drifted back

referred to those Light Brigade veterans

into the workhouse despite several

who were classed as 'hopeless'. These

efforts to assist him. The enquirers had

men, because of drunkenness or other

been warned not to direct money to

vices, were in the workhouse and it

him. Brennan was in the 'hopeless' class.

would be useless to take them out from

Efforts were being made outside the

there. Therefore small amounts of

workhouse to look after him but he had

money would be made available for

died before they could be implemented.

occasional luxuries. The report revealed
the

underlying

philosophy

of

the

committee, that private charitable relief
had to be specifically targeted and
appropriate to the circumstances and
needs of the recipient.

In

a

scrap-book

kept

by

Wightman, the letter from Douglas C.
Lee to the Evening Standard was pasted
in, and below it in Wigtman's own hand
was written : ' I removed the body of my
old comrade from the above Union, and

A letter from Douglas C. Lee was

had him respectably buried at a cost of

published in the Evening Standard on

£7 15s by Mr Holt of High Street,

4th March 1891. He referred to the

Kensington, no other comrade attending

death in the Marylebone Workhouse of

his funeral but myself – which took

Light Brigade survivor James Brennan

place in Brompton Cemetery, and he

the previous month. Lee knew Brennan

now rests amongst the remains of many

and chided the Light Brigade Relief

of his comrades...' 7

Committee for denying assistance to the
veteran. He invited the committee to
respond with a satisfactory explanation.
Three days later the same paper
published their response. The Light
Brigade Relief Fund had made careful
enquiries

regarding

Brennan.

They

Brennan had enlisted into the
17th Lancers in April 1840 and had
served in the Crimea and also in the
Indian

Mutiny.

He

applied

for

a

discharge at Maidstone Cavalry Depot in
April 1860 and was finally discharged

wrote that he had fallen into very bad
habits during his later years and that he
had lost some good positions through
26

7 The scrap book is now in a private collection in
southern England.

on 2nd June after a military career of 20

rising to Sergeant in December 1855. He

years and 52 days. His name and details

went 'absent without leave' in October

appear in a ledger covering 'Discharges

1856 when the regiment was at

under

the

Brighton and was busted down to

Cavalry. The entry recorded his length

private. He deserted the regiment in

of service and his character was written

November 1856 and was removed from

as 'indifferent'. There is also a note

the payroll. 9 Following his desertion he

regarding his discharge documents :

did not return to Bristol but lived in

'The register sheet for this man was

London where he started and ran a

obtained from the Commandant, Cavalry

builders business for twenty years.

Depot, Maidstone, and forwarded to

Eventually this business failed and

P.R.O. on 3rd July 1890 in substitution of

Herbert's fortunes declined. He was for

the discharge documents which were

a

accidentally

rheumatism precluded him even from

special

conditions'

destroyed.

for

No.17

Lancers/869 died in Marylebone Union

In

the

group

a

night-watchman

until

this humble occupation. 10

on 21st February 1891. Discharge
documents not at R.O. or at Chelsea.'8

time

Wightman, a former 17th Lancer,
is the central figure in R. Caton

photograph

Woodville's painting of the charge. He

Brennan is no.31 and only his head can

had been badly wounded and captured.

be seen between no.13 Berryman and

11

no.14 Barker.

Mutiny he had been commissioned from

Also in the photograph are the authors
of the original appeal - no.4 James
Herbert, formerly of the 4th Light
Dragoons, and no.10 James Wightman.

After the Crimean War and Indian

the ranks into the Military Train. He was
later compelled to resign because of
near bankruptcy as a result of a foolish
commitment where he acted a a

Herbert was a Bristolian born around
1833. He enlisted in Dublin in August
1850. He progressed well in his career

8 The National Archives (hereafter TNA) WO25/3856
Cavalry Discharges under special conditions.
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9 TNA WO12/661 Muster and Pay lists 4th Light
Dragoons 1856-1857.
10 Lummis and Wynn 'Honour the Light Brigade'
Hayward London 1973 p39.
11 For his account of the charge and his experiences
as a prisoner of war see 'Nineteenth Century
Magazine' May 1892 pp850-863 British Library
6113.227.

guarantor for two men representing The

'Resignations' in the Army List of

West of England Insurance Company.

1869.14

One of the individuals became insolvent
and his debt became the responsibility
of Wightman. He was ordered to resign
his

commission

and

not

given

permission to sell out. On both accounts
Wightman's situation was ruinous. In
his letter to the Military Secretary he

Absent

from

the

group

photograph are two men. William
Pennington, who recited Tennyson's
poem at the event, is one and at the
moment the identity of the other is
unknown.

pleaded to be allowed to retain his

The agitation for a universal

commission or something equivalent to

pension for all Crimean and Indian

it. He cited his own military service

Mutiny veterans continued throughout

revealing that he had suffered severe

the

wounds in the Indian Mutiny. He also

government

pointed to the military careers of his

associations were established where

grandfather who had served in the

there was a combination of pressing

Peninsular and at Waterloo, where he

need, local press and political support

lost his right arm. His brother he lost at

and committed philanthropic gentlemen

Balaclava

prepared to run the organization. In

12

and his father was still

1890's

against
opposition.

implacable
Other

the

Bristol for example, following a visit to

the

the city and appeal by the Leeds activist

margin of his letter there is the note

Robert Pedley, an association was

'HRH is unable to do anything in this

formed in December 1892.

Captain

and

Nottinghamshire

Adjutant
Yeomanry.

of
In

case' and dated 22nd December 1868. 13
Wightman's

name

appears

in

the

Some small concessions were
wrung out of the War Office where they
would look at 100 necessitous cases per
year and grant pensions providing the

12 His brother was 1248 Corporal John Wightman
2nd North British Dragoons, died of cholera 5th
October 1854 in Balaclava. See Crider 'In Search of the
Heavy Brigade' Phoenix, Arizona 2012, p470.
13 See TNA WO31/1442 Commander in Chiefs
Memoranda December 1868 correspondence.

applicant was in a state of 'absolute

14 Hart's New Annual Army List 1869 Murray and
Son, London, p583.
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destitution'. A certificate to this end had

paper noted that 'Notwithstanding the

to be counter-signed by a responsible

songs and speeches there was a tone of

person like a minister, doctor or

sadness about the proceedings.' It

magistrate.

For many veterans this

referred to the age and condition of

condition became a further humiliation

some of the veterans, many of whom

that underlined the stigma of their

seemed tired and worn out.

15

poverty.

Kipling's poem that prefaced this

Some sources refer to the annual

account was a version of a verse by

Balaclava anniversary dinner in 1890

Francis Quarles (1592-1644). He wrote

being held at Alexandra Palace on 25th

'Our God and souldiers we alike adore

October.16 However the St James's
Gazette for 27th October appears to
have been the only paper to have
reported the dinner at St James's Hall,
Regent Street. Some 80 survivors from
all over the United Kingdom attended
and were entertained by the band of the
Central London Rangers as they dined.
The report referred to the stories
throughout that year of the destitution
of some of the Light Brigade veterans.
Following the dinner there were toasts
and unsurprisingly glasses were raised
to the Balaclava Relief Committee and
the subscribers to the Relief Fund. The

Ev'n at the brink of danger; not before:
After deliverance, both alike requited;
Our God's forgotten, and our souldiers
slighted.'17
In an essay written in 1836 and
published

in

the

United

Service

Magazine entitled 'The Army as it is, and
as it ought to be.' another version of this
poem appears and is followed by this
sentence : 'Above all do not break faith
with the soldier, but let him have the
discharge and pension he was promised
on enlisting.' Clearly throughout the
19th century an ongoing controversy
regarding the treatment of the veteran
remained unresolved.

15
Hansard House of Commons Debates 18th
July 1894 vol.27 cc289-330.
16

29

Lummis and Wynn op.cit. p310.

17
'Of Common Devotion' The Complete Works
in prose and verse of Francis Quarles, 1880 edited by
Alexander B. Grosart Vol.2 p205

Resources
Victorian Popular Culture (Adam
Matthew)
Victorian Popular Culture, published by
Adam Matthew Digital, collates a variety
of digital primary source materials
relating to popular entertainment in
Britain, Europe and America from 1779
to 1930.
Recently re-launched on a new online
platform the collection takes users on a
journey from back-room séances to
music halls, vaudeville, and from early
cinema to freak shows and circus
performances.
The newly revised platform simplifies
the

navigation,

enabling

the

user

quicker access to interactive features
such as: the Optical Entertainments
exhibition; Audio and Video clips of
music hall songs and early cinema
footage and of course thousands of fullcolour images, posters, optical toys,
360-degress objects – and much more –
making Victorian Popular Culture ideal
for classroom teaching and individual
research.
Browse by document type, thematic
area or experience the many varied
individual elements that make this
30

collection a must-have for the study of

Gale Digital Archive: Crime and

the Victorian era.

Punishment in the 19th Century

Professor Angela Ndalianis, Head of

Diverse,

Screen Studies at the University of

Researchers to Explore Links Between

Melbourne, said: “This is a wonderful

Fact and Fiction, and the Public’s

resource that provides a wealth of

Fascination with Crime

material dealing with past popular
media experiences, and is valuable for
research and teaching purposes.”
Transform

teaching

Material

Allows

There has long been a public fascination
with crime, and a new digital archive
from Gale, a part of Cengage Learning,

and

brings more than 2 million pages of

research with a free trial by emailing

primary source material to support the

trials@amdigital.co.uk

study of nineteenth century history,

“BAVS”.

your

Rare

quoting

literature, law and criminal justice.
Crime,

Punishment,

and

Popular

Culture, 1790-1920 provides access to
trial transcripts, police and forensic
reports, criminal case files, detective
agency

records,

newspaper

detective

accounts,

true

novels,
crime

literature and more to enhance the
understanding of the intersection of law
and society during a pivotal era of social
change.
“Our strong relationships with leading
institutions around the world, coupled
with our advanced technology, have
enabled us to bring a truly unique
archive to both faculty and students that
will support research on the fascinating
topic of crime,” said Paul Gazzolo, senior
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literature, an emerging crime fiction
genre, and newspaper reports.
Content for Crime, Punishment, and
Popular Culture, 1790-1920 is sourced
from the U.S. National Archives, the
American Antiquarian Society, the U.K.
National Archives, the British Library,
the Library of Congress and more. The
archive supports research in American
studies, British studies, criminal justice,
literature, and sociology, as well as
digital humanities research as Gale is
making the data behind the archive
available for text and data mining.
vice president and general manager for

The archive is available on the Gale

Gale.

Artemis:

With content in more than eight
languages, this unique, international
collection helps researchers explore the
causes and effects of the rise in crime
during the Industrial Revolution, the
development of metropolitan police
departments,

and

fascination

with

sensational

accounts

newspapers

and

the

public’s

increasingly
of

fiction.

crime
It

in

covers

changing attitudes about punishment
and

reform

and

more.

Crime,

Punishment, and Popular Culture, 17901920 helps users explore the links
between fact and fiction by integrating
legal and historical documents with
32

Primary

Sources

platform

giving researchers the ability to crosssearch with other digital archives and
access

to

graphing

and

search

visualization tools. Instructors using

Flanéur’ by Jack Gann; ‘The Fantastic

MindTap, Cengage Learning’s e-learning

Economy of Father Christmas’ by Josh

platform, can integrate materials from

Poklad; ‘‘The

the archive directly into readings,

Waterloo’ – The Bicentenary of the

quizzes, research projects, classroom

Battle

discussions or other activities, driving

Butcher; ‘Sir Leslie Stephen versus The

collaboration between the library and

Times’ by Tom Breckin;‘Jack the Ripper

classroom.

The short video here

Museum: Ripping Off Women’s History’

provides a look “behind the screens” of

by Lauren Padgett; ‘Who counts as

Crime,

Punishment,

Popular

historic? A hall of fame in the Leeds

Culture,

1790-1920.

questions

Tiled Hall’ by Helen Kingstone and a

please contact Kristina Massari at

review of the BAVS 2015 conference.

kristina.massari@cengage.com.

Visit

and
For

Leeds Centre for Victorian Studies
(LCVS) Blog

of

Brontës,

War

Waterloo’ by

the LCVS

Archive to

and
Emma

browse

previous blogs. 2016 will see more blogs
about interesting research, intriguing
local history and reviews of LCVS

In March 2015, the LCVS launched its

activities. Please follow @LCVSLeeds to

blog.

been

make sure that you don’t miss any

Leeds

future blogs. If anyone would like to

Trinity University students, LCVS staff

contribute a blog as an external guest,

and researchers, and external guests on

please contact the blog coordinators

an exciting array of long nineteenth-

Jack Gann –J.Gann@leedstrinity.ac.uk or

century

Lauren

Since

then,

there

has

fortnightly blogs written by

topics.

Highlights

include: ‘Walking in the Virtual City:
Assassin’s Creed and the Armchair
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Padgett

L.Padgett@leedstrinity.ac.uk

–

Funding Opportunities
BAVS Funding Grants
The British Association for Victorian Studies (BAVS) is committed to the support of its
members’ activities such as conferences, events and research activities. As such there are
two funding streams open to BAVS members:
1) Events funding: up to £800 is available to support the costs of an academic conference
or event relating to Victorian studies. The Association and its Executive remain committed
to the development of postgraduate students, and it is anticipated that two postgraduateorganised/led events will be funded each academic year.
2) Research funding: up to £500 is available to support the costs of individual research for
Postgraduates and Early Career Researchers.
The application forms, including guidance notes and deadlines, are available from:
http://www.bavsuk.org/funding.htm. There are two rounds of funding each year, with
deadlines in May and November. Please direct any queries to the BAVS Funding Officer,
Dr. Amelia Yeates, yeatesa@hope.ac.uk
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Academic Courses
MLitt in Literature, Science and

understanding the meanings of science in

Medicine

modern Western culture.

University of Aberdeen


Interdisciplinary: both literary and

This new one-year taught postgraduate

historical perspectives covered in our

programme explores how science, technology

modules

and medicine have been represented and 

Wide choice of periods, topics and literary

imagined in literature, and how literary and

traditions, including the option of

scientific practices have interacted, since the

independent study

Enlightenment.

Taught by leading researchers in the

Science

has

become

an 

integral part of modern literary culture in

disciplines of English, Creative Writing,

novels, poetry, life-writing and science fiction.

History & Philosophy of Science, Hispanic

At the same time, literary forms have often

Studies, French Studies, Irish & Scottish

been used in science-writing, especially when

Studies and Film & Visual Culture

aimed at a wide public. This taught Masters 

No prior specialist knowledge needed:

explores these varied interactions as a way of

open to anyone with an interest in
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exploring this area

disciplines and teaching staff use

Superb library resources and on-campus

interdisciplinary approaches.)

facilities at one of Britain’s oldest
universities


The only programme of its kind in the UK

For more information about the programme
or on how to apply, please visit our webpage
at
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/courses/postg
raduate/taught/literature_science_medicine/
or contact the Programme Coordinator,
Professor

Ralph

O’Connor

(r.oconnor@abdn.ac.uk).

A distinctive feature of the
programme is its combination of a
rigorous academic education with the
opportunity to acquire vocational skills
through our innovative Professional
Experience module. Students undertake
a work placement with, for example, a
broadcasting company, opera house,
concert organisation, museum or
educational establishment and also
receive training in disseminating their
research via broadcasting, journalism,
conference papers and social media. The
course can also pave the way for further
study at PhD level in nineteenth-century
studies. Students also have the
opportunity to become members of
OBERTO, the thriving opera research

MA in Nineteenth-Century Music at

unit at Brookes

Oxford Brookes University

(http://obertobrookes.com/), which

The MA in Music at Oxford Brookes
University offers a pathway in
nineteenth-century music, placing
musical works into their broader
cultural, social and political contexts.
Applicants should have at least an upper

puts on regular conferences, workshops
and talks by visiting speakers. They
have access not only to the impressive
new library at Oxford Brookes but also
the Bodleian Library.
For further information, visit

second class degree, which need not

http://www.brookes.ac.uk/courses/pos

necessarily be in Music. (Former

tgraduate/music/ or contact the course

students have come to the course with

leader, Dr Alexandra Wilson

degrees in a variety of other humanities

(alexandra.wilson@brookes.ac.uk)
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Recent Publications
Malcolm

Tozer,

The

Ideal

of

The first chapter follows the

Manliness: The legacy of Thring’s

early stream of ideas that form the

Uppingham (Truro: Sunnyrest Books,

ideal, from Plato to Charles Kingsley,

2015)

using words and actions of its chief

ISBN 978-1-3295-4273-0 (paperback);

exponents. Manliness was essentially

ISBN 978-1-3264-1574-7 (hardback)

an ideal of 'doing' rather than 'saying',
so the second chapter directs attention
towards

Uppingham

School

to

examine the ideal in practice. It is here
during

Edward

Thring’s

headmastership from 1853 to 1887 that
'true manliness' flourished longest and
best.
Even as Thring began his reign,
manliness was subjected to an athletic
tilt and, as the mid-Victorian years
receded,

so

allegiance

to

Sparta

increased. Athletic manliness is traced
in the third chapter. By the end of the
century manliness had gained imperial
and military qualities: this forms the
Manliness was the central educational

substance of the fourth chapter.

ideal of the Victorian and Edwardian
public school. This study traces its
evolution from the early nineteenth
century to the holistic practice in
schools of the new millennium.
37

Then, during the crusades of the
Great War, this Homeric ideal of
manliness was thrown to a heroic
climax - but in the falling it died. It

was not the end of the story, however,
for the modest Thringian ideal lived

The book traces the development of

on

school

British Indian literature from the early

movement. This lifeline is traced in the

days of the nineteenth century through

final chapter. When, in the years after

the Victorian period. Previously

in

the

progressive

the Second World War, the time was
ripe, 'true manliness' was seen by all

unstudied poems and essays drawn
from the thriving periodicals culture of
British India are examined alongside

good schools to have as much value

novels and travel writing by authors

and validity as it once had at Thring’s

including Emma Roberts, Philip

Uppingham.

Meadows Taylor and Rudyard Kipling.
Key events and concerns of Victorian

For further details, please click here:
www.sunnyrest-books.co.uk
Máire ní Fhlathúin, British India and
Victorian Literary Culture
(Edinburgh University Press, 2015)
ISBN: 9780748640683

India – the legacy of the Hastings
impeachment, the Indian ‘Mutiny’, the
sati controversy, the rise of Bengal
nationalism - are re-assessed within a
dual literary and political context,
emphasising the engagement of British
writers with canonical British literature
(Scott, Byron) as well as the mythology
and historiography of India and their
own responses to their immediate
surroundings. The book examines
representations of the experience of
being in India, in chapters on the poetry
and prose of exile, and the dynamics of
consumption. It also analyses colonial
representations of the landscape and
societies of India itself, in chapters on
the figure of the bandit / hero, female
agency and self-sacrifice, and the use of
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historiography to enlist indigenous

popular in its day, the genre was also

narratives in the project of Empire.

intensely

http://www.euppublishing.com/book/
9780748640683

Classical

carries

and perception of women in Victorian
society

and

the

culture

of

artistic

censorship.

Monrós-Gaspar,
Burlesques.

and

significance for reception studies, the role

For more details, please see

Laura

metatheatrical

This

Victorian
A

Critical

anthology

contains

the

annotated text of four major classical

Anthology

burlesques: Antigone Travestie (1845) by

(Bloomsbury, 2015)

Edward L. Blanchard, Medea; or, the Best

ISBN: 9781472537867

of Mothers with a Brute of a Husband
(1856) by Robert Brough, Alcestis; the
Original Strong-Minded Woman (1850)
and Electra in a New Electric Light (1859)
by Francis Talfourd. The cultural and
textual annotations highlight the changes
made to the scripts from the manuscripts
sent to the Lord Chamberlain's office and,
by explaining the topical allusions and
satire,

elucidate

elements

of

the

burlesques' popular cultural milieu.
An in-depth critical introduction
discusses the historical contexts of the
plays' premieres and unveils the cultural
processes behind the reception of the
myths and original tragedies. As the
burlesques combined spectacular effects
with allusions to contemporary affairs,
The Victorian classical burlesque was a
popular theatrical genre of the mid-19th
century. It parodied ancient tragedies with
music, melodrama, pastiche, merciless
satire and gender reversal. Immensely
39

ambivalent and provocative attitudes to
women, the plays represent an essential
tool for reading the social history of the
era.

See more at:

described it as ‘one of the finest

http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/victorian-

examples of domestic architecture in

classical-burlesques-9781472537867/

England about the year 1500’.

Cynthia Gamble, Wenlock Abbey
1857-1919: A Shropshire Country
House and the Milnes Gaskell Family
(Ellingham Press, 2015).
ISBN 978-0-9930073-1-6

Cynthia Gamble’s discovery of a
cache of unpublished letters, sketches,
photographs and other documents
relating to Wenlock Abbey has enabled
her to recreate the history and lives of
the owners ˗ the Milnes Gaskell family ˗
in Victorian/Edwardian Britain, and the
literary, artistic, scientific and political
activites associated with the House.
James Milnes Gaskell, MP for
Wenlock between 1832 and 1868,
purchased the vandalised Wenlock
Abbey in 1857, rescued it from ruin and
gradually transformed it into a splendid
manor house. Gaskell’s son, Charles,
inherited it in 1873 and with his wife
Lady Catherine continued to restore the
medieval dwelling and create a unique
set of gardens. It became a cultural hub
with distinguished visitors including F.
T. Palgrave, Henry James, Thomas
Hardy, Henry and Marian Adams, Henry

Wenlock Abbey, in the picturesque little

Morton Stanley and Isabella Bishop, to

market town of Much Wenlock, in the

name but a few.

heart of rural Shropshire, is the former
Prior’s House of the medieval Cluniac
monastery whose spectacular ruins,
under the care of English Heritage, still
stand in its grounds. Nikolaus Pevsner
40

Writer and politician Charles
Milnes Gaskell (1842-1919), steeped in
the Arts and Crafts and much inspired
by John Ruskin, William Morris and

Philip Webb, was a pioneer in
conservation and sensitive restoration

Indy Clark, Thomas Hardy’s Pastoral:
An Unkindly May (Palgrave, 2015)

and a founder member of the Society for

ISBN: 9781137505019

the Protection of Ancient Buildings
(SPAB) in 1877. Like Ruskin, he was an
environmentalist before his time, and
not only campaigned for, but financed
parks and fresh water supplies in Much
Wenlock and in industrial Wakefield. He
was one of the first people to campaign
for a National Health Service and the
treatment of tuberculosis and the
creation of sanatoria.
Wenlock Abbey 1857-1919: A
Shropshire Country House and the Milnes
Gaskell Family is a socio-historicoliterary study based on unpublished
archive material and is a major
contribution to our understanding of the
Victorian/Edwardian period.

Based on award-winning research, this
original and insightful work reads
Hardy's poetry of the rural as deeply
rooted in the historical tradition of the
pastoral mode even as it complicates
and extends it. Adopting a cultural
materialist approach that is both deeply
committed to historical research and
sensitively concerned with stylistic
matters, it argues that the poetry
illustrates Hardy's familiarity with the
actualities of rural life, but that this
familiarity is complicated by two
factors. The first is Hardy's social
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position; the second, the relation

Charlotte Mathieson, Mobility in the

between Hardy's poetry and classical

Victorian Novel: Placing the Nation

pastoral. The result is that in addition to

(Palgrave 2015)

reinstating the original tensions of
classical pastoral, Hardy dramatizes a

ISBN: 9781137545466

heightened awareness of complex

Mobility in the Victorian Novel explores

communities and the relations of class,

the role of mobility in Victorian novels

labour, and gender. This is the first

by authors including Charles Dickens,

large-scale study of Hardy's poetry for

Charlotte Brontë, Elizabeth Gaskell,

more than thirty years, and its scope

George Eliot and Mary Elizabeth

provides a convincing redrawing of the

Braddon. Focusing on representations

pastoral mode.

of bodies on the move, it reveals how
journeys serve to create the place of the
nation and understand its relationship
to a global landscape that was being
restructured by new modes of mobility.
Looking at journeys by rail, stagecoach,
and on foot, undertaken by travellers
and tourists, governesses and
dairymaids, sailors and factory girls, and
many more figures in between, this
book reveals a rich and varied canvas of
mobile practices and argues that these
are central to understanding the idea of
the nation, and its connections to the
rest of the world, in the Victorian novel.
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Richa Dwor, Jewish Feeling: Difference

Jewish way. The book thus emphasises

and

Nineteenth-Century

the theological function of literature and

Jewish Women’s Writing, Series: New

also new opportunities afforded by

Directions in Religion and Literature

nineteenth-century literary forms for

(Bloomsbury Academic, 2015)

Jewish

Affect

in

women's

theological

expression. Anglo-Jewish authors Grace

ISBN: 978-1472589798

Aguilar (1816-1847) and Amy Levy
(1861-1889) are read alongside George
Eliot and Henry James to demonstrate
that

feeling

is

a

complex

and

overlapping category that can facilitates
the transmission of Jewish structures of
thought into English literary forms.
Despite considerable differences in style
and outlook, Aguilar and Levy are
shown to deploy Jewish feeling in their
ethics

of

futurity,

resistance

to

conversion and closure, and in their
foregrounding of a model of reading
with feeling.
For further details, please click here:
http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/jewis
h-feeling-9781472589798/
Jewish Feeling brings together affect
theory and Jewish Studies to trace
Jewish difference in literary works by
nineteenth-century

Anglo-Jewish

authors. Dwor argues that midrash, a
classical rabbinic interpretive form, is a
site of Jewish feeling and that literary
works

underpinned

by

midrashic

concepts engage affect in a distinctly
43

Manley

poets such as Keats and Wordsworth.

Hopkins and His Poetics of Fancy

Chapter Two focuses on the concept of

(Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2015)

fancy

Kumiko

Tanabe,

Gerard

ISBN-13: 978-1-4438-7728-2

in

Hopkins's

predecessors,

Shakespeare and Tennyson, leading him
to pen the play "Floris in Italy" and the
sonnet series "The Beginning of the
End".

This

chapter

also

discusses

Hopkins's interest in J. E. Millais and the
impact of the Pre-Raphaelites in the
development of his poetics of fancy,
Hopkins's fancy as metalanguage, the
contrast between his fancy and the
impressionism of Walter Pater, and the
role of fancy in Hopkins's sonnets.
Chapter

Three

treats

Hopkins's

conversion to Catholicism and his views
on Catholic art, including his interest in
William Butterfield and the Gothic
This book explores the poetics of fancy"

Revival,

in the works of Gerard Manley Hopkins,

parallelism between Christ and fancy in

a term often paired with imagination in

"The Wreck of the Deutschland". For

well-known Romantic poetics. It sheds

more imformation, please see:

as

well

as

the

abrupt

new light on this concept, which is
described

positively

in

Hopkins's

poetics and later becomes the essence of
his idiosyncratic concept of "inscape".
Chapter One discusses the influence of
Coleridge and Ruskin on Hopkins's
poetics of fancy, Hopkins's experiments
in the language of inspiration produced
by fancy, his idea of inscape as revealed
by fancy, and the relation between his
fancy and the aesthetics of Romantic
44

http://www.cambridgescholars.com/ge
rard-manley-hopkins-and-his-poeticsof-fancy

David Charles Rose, Oscar Wilde’s

attempts to provide a possible answer

Elegant Republic: Transformation,

with a detailed exploration of both the

Dislocation and Fantasy in fin-de-

city and its communities. Through the

siècle Paris (Cambridge Scholars,

throng moves Oscar Wilde as the

2015)

connecting thread: Wilde exploratory,
Wilde triumphant, Wilde ruined. Thus
we gain both a history of Paris and a
view of how Wilde assimilated himself
there.
By

interweaving

fictional

representations of Paris and Parisians
with historical narrative, Paris of the
imagination

is

blended

with

the

topography of the city described by
Victor Hugo as ‘this great phantom
composed of darkness and light’.
Newly published (December 2015) by,
Cambridge
Elegant

Scholars:
Republic:

Oscar

Wilde’s

Transformation,

Dislocation and Fantasy in fin-de-siècle
Paris, by David Charles Rose. This work
examines the life of Paris as a place of
noise, exile and cunning, using Oscar
Wilde as stalking horse and with a large
and colourful supporting cast, from
duchesses to telephonists, artists to
beggars, dancers to diplomats. Why was
Paris so popular as a place both of
innovation and of exile in the late
nineteenth century? Intended as the
first volume of a trilogy, using French,
English and American sources, the book
45

Written to scholarly standards, it is
couched in language accessible to all
who wish to explore Paris on foot or
from desk or armchair. This is an
original treatment of the belle époque.
More

information

at

http://www.cambridgescholars.com/
oscar-wildes-elegant-republic

Alexander Bubb, Meeting Without

public authority premised on an appeal

Knowing It: Kipling and Yeats at the

to what they considered the

Fin de Siècle (OUP, 2016)

'mythopoeic' impulse in fin de siècle

ISBN: 978-0-19-875387-2

culture. The book's methodology
consists in identifying these mutual

DISCOUNT AVAILABLE: USE CODE

echoes in their poetry and political

AAFLY7

rhetoric, before charting them against
intersections in their lives.
Kipling and Yeats were, for much
of their careers, irreconcilable political
enemies. However, a cross-reading of
the two poets' bardic ambitions, heroic
tropes and interpretations of history
reveals that, to achieve their opposed
political ends, they frequently partook
of a common discourse. Supplementing
this analysis with biographical context,
we can trace these shared concerns to
their late 19th century artistic
upbringing, and to the closely linked
social circles which they inhabited in fin
de siècle London.

Meeting Without Knowing It compares
Rudyard Kipling and W.B. Yeats in the
formative phase of their careers, from
their births in 1865 up to 1903. Reading
the two poets in parallel often yields
remarkable discursive echoes. Both men
were similarly preoccupied with the
visual arts, with heroism, with folklore,
balladry and the demotic voice. Both
struck vatic postures, and made bids for
46

Further details at:
https://global.oup.com/academic/prod
uct/meeting-without-knowing-it9780198753872?cc=gb&lang=en&#

Elisabeth Jay, British Writers and

flourished. This historically-grounded

Paris: 1830-1875 (OUP, 2016)

account of the ways in which Paris

ISBN: 9780199655243

touched the careers and work of both
major and minor Victorian writers
considers both their actual experiences
of an urban environment, distinctively
different from anything Britain offered,
and the extent to which this became
absorbed and expressed within the
Victorian imaginary.
Casting a wide literary net, the
first part of this book explores these
writers' reaction to the swiftly changing
politics and topography of Paris, before
considering the nature of their social
interactions with the Parisians, through
networks provided by institutions such
as the British Embassy and the salons.
The second part of the book examines

‘A wicked and detestable place, though

the significance of Paris for mid-

wonderfully attractive': Charles

nineteenth-century Anglophone

Dickens's conflicted feelings about Paris

journalists., paying particular attention

typify the fascination and repulsion with

to the ways in which the young

which a host of mid-nineteenth-century

Thackeray's exposure to Parisian print

British writers viewed their nearest

culture shaped him as both writer and

foreign capital. Variously perceived as

artist. The final part focuses on fictional

the showcase for sophisticated,

representations of Paris, revealing the

cosmopolitan talent, the home of

frequency with which they relied upon

revolution, a stronghold of Roman

previous literary sources, and how the

Catholicism, and a shrine to irreligious

surprisingly narrow palette of

hedonism, Paris was also a city where

subgenres, structures and characters

writers were respected and journalism

they employed contributed to the
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characteristic, and sometimes

fictional detectives, but few of them were

contradictory, prejudices of a swiftly-

as original or interesting as Richard

growing British readership.

Marsh's Judith Lee, whose stories
appeared alongside Doyle's in Strand

Richard Marsh, The Complete Judith

Magazine in 1911-1916. Lee thwarts

Lee Adventures, edited by Minna

murderers, robbers, burglars, con-men, and

Vuohelainen (Valancourt, 2016).

spies using her remarkable ability to read

ISBN 978-1943910229

lips in multiple languages, along with her
quick wits, innate intelligence, and skills
in disguise and martial arts.

Best known today for his horror fiction,
including The Beetle (1897), a Gothic
thriller that initially outsold Bram
Stoker's Dracula, Richard Marsh (18571915) is receiving increased attention in
recent years for his other works, including
the twenty-two Judith Lee stories,
reprinted in full in this volume, along with
the original illustrations from Strand
Magazine and a new scholarly introduction
and annotations by Minna Vuohelainen.

One of Sherlock Holmes's greatest rivals,
a female detective who solves cases using
her abilities in lip-reading and ju-jitsu,
returns to print in this first-ever annotated,
illustrated edition.

The incredible popularity of Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes stories
led to an explosion in tales featuring
48

19: Interdisciplinary Studies in the

discussed by Ben Winyard, Emma Curry,

Long Nineteenth Century, 21 (2015)

and some of the project’s digital

19 marks and celebrates its tenth
anniversary with a special issue guest
edited by Luisa Calè and Ana Parejo
Vadillo on the manifold possibilities of
the nineteenth-century digital archive.

personae: Beatrice Bazell, Holly
Furneaux, Pete Orford, and Melissa
Symanczyk. The ‘Experiments’ section
features Nadia Valman’s Zangwill’s
Spitalfields app, Bob Nicholson’s
Victorian Meme Machine, and Rob

The Nineteenth-Century Digital

Gallagher and Ana Parejo Vadillo’s

Archive

remix of Michael Field’s Sight and Song.

What old and new crafts shape the
nineteenth-century digital archive? How
is the nineteenth-century paper archive
remediated and remixed in the twentyfirst century digital archive? What kinds
of authors, users, and citizens do
nineteenth-century digital projects call
for? And what shape do they take?
These are some of the questions
addressed in this tenth anniversary
issue of 19: Interdisciplinary Studies in
the Long Nineteenth Century dedicated
to the Nineteenth-Century Digital

Finally, in ‘Visions’ we explore the
Internet Archive with Brewster Kahle;
Gale Digital Collections with Ray
Abruzzi; the Central Online Victorian
Educator with Dino Franco Felluga;
Citizen Science with Sally Shuttleworth,
Gowan Dawson, and team; Lost Visions
with Julia Thomas; nineteenth-century
periodicals with Laurel Brake and James
Mussell; and conclude with Hilary
Fraser and Jerome McGann reflecting on
digital nineteenth-century worlds past,
present, and future.

Archive. In ‘The Craft of the Archive’,

Forewords: Ten Years of 19 - From the

Morris Eaves and the Blake Archive

Editors Carolyn Burdett and Hilary

team address the digital palimpsesting

Fraser

of William Blake’s Four Zoas, whereas
Jason Camlot discusses digital forensics,
audio fossils, and analyses early voice
archives. The Our Mutual Friend
Reading Project, Birkbeck’s durational
interval reading experiment, is
49

‘Becoming Invisible: The Intern's View David Gillott
Introduction

‘In the Cloud: Nineteenth-Century

‘Mortimer Lightwood; or, Seriality,

Visions and Experiments for the Digital

Counterfactuals, Co-Production, and

Age - Luisa Calè and Ana Parejo Vadillo

Queer Fantasy - Holly Furneaux

The Craft of the Archive

Experiments

‘Prototyping an Electronic Edition of

‘Walking Victorian Spitalfields with

William Blake's Manuscript of Vala, or

Israel Zangwill’- Nadia Valman

the Four Zoas: A Progress Report’Morris Eaves, Eric Loy, Hardeep Sidhu,
and Laura Whitebell
‘Historicist Audio Forensics: The
Archive of Voices as Repository of
Material and Conceptual Artefacts Jason Camlot
The Our Mutual Friend Reading
Project
‘“May We Meet Again”: Rereading the
Dickensian Serial in the Digital Age - Ben
Winyard
‘Doing the Novel in Different Voices:
Reflections on a Dickensian Twitter
Experiment - Emma Curry
‘Reflections of a Sawdust-Filled, SixFoot, Tweeting, Taxidermy Alligator Melissa Symanczyk

‘The Victorian Meme Machine: Remixing
the Nineteenth-Century Archive’- Bob
Nicholson
‘Animating Sight and Song: A Meditation
on Identity, Fair Use, and Collaboration’Rob Gallagher and Ana Parejo Vadillo
Visions
‘The Internet Archive: An Interview with
Brewster Kahle’- Brewster Kahle and
Ana Parejo Vadillo
‘Gale Digital Collections: Ray Abruzzi
Interviewed by Luisa Calè and Ana
Parejo Vadillo’- Ray Abruzzi, Luisa Calè,
and Ana Parejo Vadillo
‘Citizen Science: Sally Shuttleworth and
her Team Interviewed by Carolyn
Burdett’- Geoffrey Belknap, Carolyn
Burdett, Gowan Dawson, Alison Moulds,

‘Being John Rokesmith - Pete Orford

and Sally Shuttleworth

‘Being Bella: Adventures in the

‘The Eventuality of the Digital’- Dino

Dickensian “Twittersphere - Beatrice

Franco Felluga

Bazell
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‘Lost Visions: An Interview with Julia

and Ann M. Ridler (due summer

Thomas’- Luisa Calè, John Michael

2016)

Goodman, Julia Thomas, Ana Parejo
Vadillo, and Alexis Wolf

•

George

Borrow:

Conference

‘Digital Nineteenth-Century Serials for

Selected

Papers:

(1)

The

Unveiling of the Veiled Period, by

the Twenty-First Century: A

Angus Fraser; (2) George Borrow

Conversation’- Laurel Brake and James

and Religion, by Kathleen Cann;

Mussell

(3) Borrow and the Spanish

‘Nineteenth-Century Digital Worlds:

Press, by Antonio Giménez; (4)

Hilary Fraser Interviews Jerome

The Forger and the Forger’s

McGann’- Hilary Fraser and Jerome

Acolyte:

McGann

William Owen Pughe and the

Edward

Williams,

Making of Borrow’s ‘The Welsh

To download the articles, see:

and their Literature’, by Clive

<http://www.19.bbk.ac.uk/90/volume/

Wilkins-Jones

2015/issue/21/>

(due

autumn

2016)

Issue 22 will appear in spring 2016 and

For

will be devoted to ‘Victorian Sculpture.

availability please e-mail Dr Ann Ridler
at

The Lavengro Press

information

on

prices

info@lavengropress.co.uk.

and
Our

website at www.lavengropress.co.uk

The following programme of Occasional

will shortly be updated.

Papers relating to George Borrow
(1803-1881) is planned for 2016:
•

Judah Lib alias Judah Lyons: A Cause
Célèbre

in

Nineteenth-Century

Jerusalem, by Yehudit and Simon
Hopkins (due spring 2016)
•

are available at £27 + £4 postage and
packing.
The Eighth Lamp: Ruskin Studies
Today No. 10

The Red Path and the Black

The latest issue of The Eighth Lamp is

Valley: George Borrow in the Isle

now online and can be directly accessed

of Man 1855. Notebooks and

here:https://www.academia.edu/2161

Other Materials, ed. Angus Fraser
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Subscriptions for all three publications

0921/The_Eighth_Lamp_Ruskin_Stu

cinema, and theatre. The journal is

dies_Today_No._10_2015

circulated to over 100 scholars and

The Eighth Lamp: Ruskin Studies Today
is an online and double blind refereed
journal published on the teachings and
research on John Ruskin.

academics internationally. The journal is
listed in key Victorian studies and
nineteenth century literature, culture,
and visual studies forums. The Facebook
page

It is led and managed by Dr Laurence

is https://www.facebook.com/eighth.la

Roussillon-Constanty

mp.

(Co-editor),

Professor in English Literature and
Aesthetics at The Université de Pau et
des Pays de l’Adour (France), and Dr
Anuradha Chatterjee (Founding Editor
and

Co-Editor),

Professor

in

Architecture, Sushant School of Art and
Architecture, New Delhi.
The

scope

of The

multidisciplinary

and

We invite our contributors to send in
news, events, titles of publications,
articles, reviews, creative work, and
abstracts related to Ruskin. Please email
these directly
to theeighthlamp@gmail.com latest by
March for July-August publication and

Eighth
it

Lamp is

September for a December-January

welcomes

publication. Scholarly papers should be

submissions related to art, religion,

submitted at least six to eight months in

historiography, social criticism, tourism,

advance to allow for the refereeing

economics,

process.

philosophy,

science,

architecture, photography, preservation,
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Calls for Submissions (Print)
 How morality is perceived in
Hardy's works in different cultures
and countries
 How Hardy challenged the
prevailing Victorian moral ethos
 How the moral principles portrayed
in Hardy's works have been
THE

THOMAS

Website:

HARDY

SOCIETY

adopted and adapted by later
generations of writers

www.hardysociety.org

 Morality v's the Law

e-mail: info@hardysociety.org

 Innocence and transgression
THE PATRICK TOLFREE STUDENT
ESSAY COMPETITION 2016

 Moral manliness and femininity
 Purity, virtue, sensibility and
judgement

Welcome to this year's annual essay
competition open to students of any

 Moral turpitude and wickedness

academic level over the age of 18 and

Any aspect of Hardy's prolific output may

living anywhere in the world. This

be focussed upon, whether it be novels,

competition was inaugurated in honour of

short stories, poems or essays. The closing

the

of

date for submissions is September 30

monographs, avid Hardyan and a tireless

2016. The winner will receive a prize of

promoter of Hardy's life and works within

£250

local schools. The essay topic is broad and

membership of the Thomas Hardy Society,

will change each year, but must be related

and will have the pleasure of seeing their

to Hardy and his works.

essay published in the Hardy Society

late

Patrick

Tolfree,

author

The theme for this year's competition is
'Hardy and Morality'. Essays of not more
than 4000 words in length are warmly
invited. They may focus on, but are by no
means limited to, the following -
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along

with

one

year's

free

Journal. Please send submissions and any
enquiries to Tracy Hayes, THS Student
Representative,
malady22@ntlworld.com

at

bear upon the discipline. We welcome,

Peer English
Peer English (ISSN 1746-5621) is a
refereed, open-access online journal
produced by the Department of English
at the University of Leicester and the
English Association. Since 2006, its
remit has been to provide a forum for

therefore, both traditional and modern
approaches to the field, from close
critical readings of literary texts, to
interdisciplinary approaches or crosssubject analysis.
We

invite

academic

papers

exciting, high-quality work and new

(2000-5000 words), short articles on

critical

research-related

thinking

researchers

by

(graduate

early

issues

(funding,

post-

careers, the ‘publish-or-perish’ culture),

doctoral research) through to those

and reviews and review-essays of recent

already

publications.

established

study,

career

within

the

Work

needs

to

be

community. This approach also includes

submitted by email to the address

the notion of ‘work in progress’ and we

below, double-spaced, MLA referenced,

welcome contributions of high academic

and attached as a Word document.

standards from those currently involved
in active research, be they doctoral
candidates or Heads of Departments.
Peer English embraces not only
the full range of subject coverage within
the field of English Studies, but also the
increasingly wide range of approaches
and perspectives that can be brought to
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The deadline for submissions
for our next issue is 15 March 2016. A
style sheet for the journal is available by
request.

Contributions

and

should be sent to:
Email: peerenglish@le.ac.uk
Twitter:@peerenglish

queries

Re-Reading the Fin de Siècle: Richard

Stoker’s Dracula both

Marsh, Popular Fiction and Literary

several decades to come. A major

Culture, 1890-1915, edited by Victoria

contributor

Margree, Daniel Orrells and Minna

journalistic culture of his time, Marsh

Vuohelainen

helped to shape the genres of fiction

We are seeking to secure two additional
7000-word

chapters

for

an

essay

collection that has at this stage been
reviewed and welcomed by a highly
reputable UK-based university press.
We welcome submissions from both
early-career and established scholars.
We like to think we know about

to

then

the

and

for

literary

and

with which we are familiar today.
Indeed, it is difficult to think of a
contemporary author of similar stature
who possessed his versatility and
longevity. For over twenty-five years he
entranced late-Victorian and Edwardian
readers with many enormously popular
tales of horror, humour, romance and
crime; stories across which feature

the Victorian fin de siècle. We live today

shape-shifting

with an image of Victorian Britain

sometimes morally dubious) heroes, a

constantly

film,

lip-reading female detective, and an

television, fiction and fashion. Academic

assortment of objects that come to life.

studies ask us to look to the fin de siècle

These fictions reflect contemporary

as a mirror upon our own society; as a

themes

period in which were established many

offering unexpected or even subversive

of the dominant facets of the culture we

takes on dominant narratives. This book

confront

twenty-first

seeks to understand what Marsh’s

century. This collection of essays seeks

success tells us about the culture of a

to

our

turn-of-the-century Britain that seems

assumptions about the fin de siècle by

at once so different from, and so similar

exploring the life and works of one of

to, our own.

reproduced

in

question

the
the

early

in

security

of

the major creators of this world who has
nonetheless been written out of its
history. Richard Marsh (1857-1915)
published
supernatural
novel The
55

the
thriller

most
of

popular
1897,

Beetle outselling

his

Bram

and

monsters,

anxieties

daring

while

(if

often

We invite submissions that engage with
the following themes and texts:
•

Marsh’s long gothic fiction
beyond The

Beetle: The

•

Goddess, The Joss, The House

Empire, gender and sexuality,

of Mystery, A Spoiler of Men

medicine,

Marsh’s

‘weird’

supernatural
in The

and/

short

Seen

or

fiction

and

•

Offer

innovative

critical

the

readings of Marsh’s work in

Unseen, Between the Dark and

the context of the fin de siècle

the

period in order to examine

Daylight, Marvels

and

how the study of Marsh can

Postcolonial

readings

of

productively

extend

and

Marsh’s fiction

unsettle common scholarly

•

Marsh, medicine and science

interpretations of the period.

•

Marsh and fin-de-siècle print
culture/ ‘New Grub Street’

•

Marsh and generic hybridity

•

and

timeframe

Provide original scholarship

paragraph

on Marsh’s fiction, extending

to minna.vuohelainen@edgehill.ac.uk

beyond The Beetle.

•

guidelines

abstract and a 100-word biographical

the scope of Marsh studies
•

Submissions

By 29 February, 2016: send a 500-word

Submissions should:

Place Marsh in relation to

By 13 March, 2016: we will notify
applicants of the outcome.

contemporary Victorian and

By 31 May, 2016: First drafts of 7000-

Edwardian writers (popular

word essays, inclusive of notes and

and/ or highbrow).

bibliography, are due. Editing over the

Explore how Marsh can help

summer.

us to reinterpret the culture
of the

fin

de

siècle

by

examining his significance in
terms

of

the

publishing

industry, the periodical press
and

canonicity,

contemporary
concerning,
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and

economics.

Mysteries
•

science

and/

or

discourses
for

example,

Calls for Papers (Conferences)
The

Street

and

the

City

–

Awakenings

the cultural and the geographical
points of view.

14-15 April 2016, University of
Lisbon

The

First

International

Conference The Street and the City –

Throughout the centuries cities have

Awakenings will take place at the

expanded

School

intensely

resulting

in

of

Arts

and

Humanities,

numerous challenges to their features

University of Lisbon, and Estoril Higher

and distinctiveness. A whole new sense

Institute for Tourism and Hotel Studies

of community has developed and the

on the 14th and 15th April 2016. The

urban space can now be seen both as

organisation of this scientific meeting

legacy and future heritage. The trends

was born from the will to promote an

and challenges that cities encompass

interdisciplinary debate within the

pose a new awareness for researchers,

English studies and is intended to be a

the way they are represented, felt,

productive space to disseminate the

interpreted,

most

all

promote

different

recent

researches

cultural

and social

visions of the space we all (once)

alongside

inhabit(ed).

studies with a special emphasis on the

The Street and The City is the
first of a series of multidisciplinary
conferences with special emphasis on

the

academic

period between the 18th and the 21st
century.
While

encouraging

an

the city and the life that has evolved

international scientific debate, the

around it throughout more than three

Conference

hundred years. English studies play a

opportunity of interchange between

vital role in this conference both from

researchers regarding urban spaces, its

57

will

provide

an

representations and cultural dynamics.
Of special interest to this conference
are presentations which scrutinise the
potential of the streets and the cities as
space, i.e., the circulation of people,
their

commercial

trades

and

businesses, the street and its hub and
the different perspectives that can be
offered from different areas of studies.
Assuming that the potential of

following:
•

Cities and Visual Culture

•

Moving Elements in the City

•

Tourism and the City

•

Gendered Urban Spaces

•

Urban Cultural Heritage

•

Trends in the Streets

•

Commercial Trades in the Cities

•

Senses and the Streets

•

Mobility in the City and Urban

space and time which cities comprise

Flows

mostly definitely acts as an enabler for

•

Cities and Hospitality

multidisciplinary dialogue, the aim of

•

(Collective) Memories in the

this series of conferences is to bring

City

together a truly interdisciplinary group

•

Utopian Cities

of scholars from literature, cultural

•

Urban Art

studies, anthropology, history, politics,

•

Literature and the City

the social sciences and other related

•

Cinema and the City

disciplines.

•

Moments of the City

As such, topics and themes of interest

We welcome proposals for individual

include, but are not restricted to, the

papers,

pre-organised

From https://aeon.co/essays/how-the-victorians-invented-the-future-for-us
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panels

and

roundtables by 29th February 2016

representation in the space of the novel?

submitted

here:

What are the limits of the Victorians’

https://thestreetandthecityul.wordpre

ability to depict democratic processes?

ss.com/

How is the novelistic form influenced by
democratic or undemocratic ideas of

Victorians and the Democratic
Imagination
13-14 May 2016, University of Hong
Kong
Keynote: Isobel Armstrong (Birkbeck)
Many

Victorians

worried

that

democratizing reforms would upset social
stability by empowering a growing
middle- and working class, and critics
have long argued that these concerns are
also manifest in the form and content of
the Victorian novel. For many, the
Victorian novel has become synonymous

political representation? How can we see
democratization in the ways the Victorian
novel was distributed and read, at home
and abroad?
This workshop will take place
on 13-14 May 2016, and is organized and
hosted by the School of English at the
University of Hong Kong. The plenary
lecture will be delivered by Isobel
Armstrong,
English

Emeritus
at

Birkbeck

Professor

of

University,

University of London.

with middle-class ideology. D. A. Miller

Please send proposals of approximately

and Mary Poovey have argued that the

250 words, together with biodata, to

Victorian novel promulgated a politics of

jkuehn@hku.hk or jvaldez@hku.hk.

confinement that defined the limits of the
individual subject; more recently, Fredric
Jameson

has

highlighted

democratic

impulses within the form of the novel
itself, such as a de-emphasizing of
protagonists to also give minor characters
interiority.
This workshop seeks papers that
think about the Victorians’ participation
in, and representation of, a democratic
imagination. How do Victorian texts
imagine the popular public and their
social and political participation? How do
novels
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give

marginal

characters

The Body And Pseudoscience In The

and practice relating to the body that

Long

were marginalised as ‘pseudoscience’?

Nineteenth

Interdisciplinary

Century

Conference

18

Was knowledge and insight into the
human condition lost in the process?

June 2016, Newcastle University
‘Sciences we now retrospectively regard
as heterodox or marginal cannot be

Or is it immortalised within the
literature of ‘pseudoscience’?

considered unambiguously to have held

This

interdisciplinary

that status at a time when no clear

conference considers how different

orthodoxy existed that could confer that

discourses of the body were imagined

status upon them’ (Alison Winter, 1997).

and articulated across a range of visual

The nineteenth century witnessed the
drive to consolidate discrete scientific
disciplines,

many

of

which

were

concerned with the body. Attempts
were made to clarify the boundaries
between

the

‘scientific’

and

the

‘pseudoscientific’, between ‘insiders’
and ‘outsiders’. This conference asks
what became lost in separating the
orthodox from the heterodox. What
happened to the systems of knowledge
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and verbal texts (including journalism,
fiction,

popular

science

writing,

illustration) in order to evaluate how
‘pseudoscience’ contributed both to
understandings of the body and what it
is to be human and to the formation of
those

disciplines

now

deemed

orthodox.
Suggested topics include, but are
not limited to, the following:
•

Acting on the body – the

body

as

a

site

experimentation

of

Pseudoscience

and

the

gendered body
•

Visual interpretations of the

and

scientific contestation
•

•

The entranced body as the
conduit for knowledge of the

‘pseudoscientific’
Please submit a 250 to 300 word
abstract,

together

with

a

brief

biography, by 31 January 2016 to
p.beesley@ncl.ac.uk

self
•

The

‘scientifically’

prescribed

body

–

an

attempt to rationalise the
irrational?
•

‘Pseudoscience’
speculative

•

and

the

nature

of

•
•
•

6–8 July 2016
"London and the Globe"
The annual conference of the Literary
London

that consider every period and genre of

move

self-

literature about, set in, inspired by, or

and

alluding to central and suburban

professionalization or a loss

London and its environs, from the

of universal truth?

city's roots in pre-Roman times to its

towards

Pseudoscience

and

imagined futures. While the main focus

abnormality

of the conference will be on literary

The discourse of gender in

texts,

the séance room

interdisciplinary contributions relating

Visual interpretations of the

to film, architecture, geography and

‘pseudoscientific’

theories of urban space. Papers from

Victorian

periodicals

/

Reading the body – fiction
immortalising

the

pseudoscientific
The

attraction

of

the

‘pseudoscientific’

for

C19

poets and novelists
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papers,

Scientific disciplines – a

we

actively

encourage

postgraduate students are particularly
welcome for consideration.

‘pseudoscience’ of the body

•

hears

comprised panels, and roundtables

popular science journals and
•

Society

‘science’

authentication

•

Literary London

The conference location is the
Institute of English Studies, University
of London. For more information about
the

institute,

please

http://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/

go

to

Call

for

Papers

(deadline: 15

•

passage

While papers on all areas of literary
London are welcomed, to acknowledge
year

of

Shakespearean

2016 will be ‘London and the Globe’.
This event will follow the trace of
transnational

•

and other modes of expression. Topics

•

•

•

and exoticism
•

Exploring otherness through
utopian

‘elsewhere’

and

•

The re-territorialisation of

an unsettled city

rhetorical appropriation

The Globe Theatre and new

•

The

Neo-colonial

provinces in Shakespearean

refashioning

performance

memorialization of London’s

London’s

landscapes
expenditure

Imagining

of
and

and

colonial past
•

Global

trade

networks,

mercantile capitalism and

London

apart

taking to the Thames
•

Foreign

conflicts,

the Anglophone canon

skirmishes, rebellions and

Writing

against

fictions

cultural

in/security

hegemony

back
and

the

Imperial mythos
Intercontinental

travel,

holidays, grand tours and
Londoners away from home
Refiguring Britishness, race
identity and statehood in the
light of globalization
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adventure,

the city through poetic and

metropolitan

•

of

mobility and citizenship in

from its ‘mother tongue’ and

•

Romances

paradisal islands, itinerancy

transportation

•

Trajectories of flight, atlases,

spiritual terra incognitae

Geographies of migration,

slavery,
•

global

mundi

that might be addressed include:
•

of

the

shipping logs and Mappae

connections

through novelistic, dramatic, poetic

and

information

celebrations, the conference theme in

London’s

foreign

correspondents

February 2016)

this

Émigrés,

of

domestic

Please submit all proposals for 20minute papers, comprised panels, and
roundtable sessions using the links on
the right. If you have any queries,
please
organiser

contact
Dr

the
Peter

conference
Jones

conference@literarylondon.org

at

Victorian Periodicals Through Glass:

the Our Mutual Friend reading project

Reflections on the Theory and

and Twitter group.

Practice of Digitising NineteenthCentury Newspapers and Magazines

Most recently, Birkbeck’s online
academic

journal

‘19’

(itself

an

Friday 15 July

innovation in digital studies of the long

The Athenaeum Club, Pall Mall,

nineteenth century) devoted its entire

London

10th anniversary edition for Winter

When the flagship Journal of Victorian
Culture announced its intention in
2008 to ‘act as a forum for digital
research on the nineteenth century and
for discussion of its relationship with
traditional scholarship,’ it was an
acknowledgement that a wide range of
nineteenth-century

2015 to lengthier meditations on an
array of exciting endeavours
the

burgeoning

digital

within

nineteenth-century

archive,

including

the

digitization of Blake’s work and the
cultivation of new research networks
and discourses through digital projects.

research

Join us then for ‘Victorian

actively

Periodicals Through Glass’, a one-day

engaged with the imaginative and

conference running in conjunction with

critical possibilities opened up by the

the Sally Ledger Memorial Lecture on

digital world. Since then, its ‘Digital

Friday

Forum’

included

Athenaeum Club, Pall Mall. At this

challenging work from a wide range of

stunning and evocative venue, we are

perspectives

the

gathering together the leading thinkers

growth of this discipline over the past

and practitioners on the use of digital

eight years.

resources as research tools in 19th-

communities

had

section
and

become

has

chronicled

Similarly, since Dickens Journals
Online was launched publicly in 2012,
the digital reception and exploration of
Victorian periodicals and Dickens’s
work has enjoyed an exponential
growth; last year’s Being Human
festival offered a showcase for some of
the most interesting and innovative
digital Dickens projects happening
today, including The Drood Inquiry and
63

century
warmly

15th

July

literary

2016

at

scholarship.

encourage

The

We

19th-century

scholars of all kinds to join us for a
stimulating programme of theoretical
discussions and practical expositions.
We also encourage and call for
proposals for both 20-minute spoken
papers and 10- to 15-minute A2 poster
presentations from current or recent
postgraduate students who use of

digital resources in their research on
Victorian periodicals or any other
aspect of 19th-century literary studies
teams or solo practitioners working on
digital

editions

or

digital

representations of nineteenth-century
periodicals, whether Open Access or
subscription-based.

Topics

may

include, but are not confined to:
•

Research projects that are
use of digital material
The

boons

methodological

and
challenges

Comparisons

between

digital and older forms of
resource
•

Creative

uses

of

digital

material in your work
•

How digital resources have
s
h
a
p
e
d
o
r
w
i
l
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2016.

500

words

max;

attachment;

1

mail

page
to

djo@buckingham.ac.uk
Successful

proposals

will

be

announced by 20 March 2016.

Thomas

Hardy

Conference

And

Festival
Saturday 23rd - Saturday 30 July

of using such material
•

Deadline for proposals: 29 February

The Twenty-Second International

explicitly predicated on the
•

l shape your research

2016 Dorchester, UK
2016 is the 130-year anniversary of
the publication of The Mayor of
Casterbridge; the 140-year anniversary
of The Hand of Ethelberta and the 125year

anniversary

of

Tess

of

the

d’Urbervilles. Last year saw the release
of director Thomas Vinterberg’s much
anticipated film adaptation of Far from

the Madding Crowd summarised on the

Confirmed speakers for 2016

BBC Film website as telling the

include: Professor Seamus Perry on

‘timeless story of Bathsheba’s choices

‘Hardy’s Gentleness’; Dr Terry Hale on

and

‘The

‘French Sensation Fiction and the

Archers’ has recently borrowed plots

“Wessex Cycle”’ and back by popular

from Hardy’s novels and Mackenzie

demand Professor Mike Irwin, and

Crook, writer and star of BBC 4‘s

Professor Barrie Bullen who will speak

comedy

Detectorists’,

on ‘Tess, Painting, Place and Music’. We

declared: “We aspire to be the sitcom

will also hear from Sean O’Connor,

that

have

producer of ‘The Archers’, on ‘'Hardy,

written.” At the same time Rosemarie

Wessex, Ambridge and Fate: Thomas

Morgan, Richard Nemesvari and Paul J

Hardy and “The Archers” and Dr Trish

Niemeyer wonder if Hardy is still too

Fergusson on ‘Hardy’s Night Skies’. The

challenging for modern viewers and

2016 Conference will feature lectures

whether the more disturbing aspects of

by some of our postgraduate students

his work are frequently toned down in

who recently received their doctorates:

favour of romance.

Dr Karin Koeler on ''A Modern Wessex

passions’.

Radio

drama

Thomas

‘The
Hardy

Four’s

would

Like its predecessors the TwentySecond

International

Hardy

Conference is designed to appeal to
new, established and independent
Hardy scholars, and to the lay readers
who attend in large numbers.

We

of the Penny Post: Thomas Hardy's
Postal Imagination'; Dr Hugh Epstein
on

‘A

Transmissive

Medium:

Atmosphere in Hardy’s Novels’ and Dr
Indy Clark on ‘Hardy, Wessex and the
Pastoral Tradition’ among others.

welcome proposals from established

As before, postgraduate papers will be

and

scholars,

incorporated into the general panel

postgraduate students, and general

sessions although there will be chance

enthusiasts especially those from the

to discuss your work informally in a

international

which

separate postgraduate forum run by

address the theme of Hardy’s legacy,

Tracy Hayes, and to take part in

the

works,

‘Professionalisation Workshops’ run by

adaptations of Hardy’s novels, and his

Dr Mary Rimmer and Dr Jane Thomas.

relevance for the modern world.

The

Proposals are also welcome on any

supplemented by a wide variety of

other aspect of Thomas Hardy’s life

excursions and entertainments relating

and work.

to the local context which Hardy’s
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independent

community,

anniversaries

of

his

academic

sessions

will

be

work celebrated, and from which it

Fifth International Gissing

emerged. There will also be a a poetry

Conference

reading by Bob Morgan, and a launch

25 – 27 July, 2016

of Vybarr Cregan-Reid’s (a previous
Conference

lecturer)

recently

The

English

department

at

the

published book: Footnotes: a Study of

University of Bristol, in collaboration

Running, Meaning and Modern Life

with the Centre for Romantic and

Proposals should be sent by email to
j.e.thomas@hull.ac.uk or by post to:

Victorian Studies, and the University of
the

West

of

England

invites

submissions for a 3-day conference to

‘Call for Papers’

be held on the 25th – 27th of July, 2016,

(Thomas Hardy Festival and

at the University of Bristol, on the

Conference)

subject of ‘George Gissing and Place’.

Dr. Jane Thomas,
Department of English

‘Never’ Gissing writes to his sister

University of Hull,

Margaret, ‘read history without an

East Yorkshire

Atlas’. Events are, it seems, inextricably

HU6 7RX

linked to places, to sites, to geography.

All submissions will be read and
adjudicated by an academic panel. The
closing date is

31st

March 2016. The

best of the papers given at the
Conference

will

publication

in

be
the

eligible

for

peer-reviewed

Thomas Hardy Journal appearing in
Autumn 2016.

Although frequently understood as a
writer

of

concerned

social
with

realism,
the

heavily

events

and

experiences of a particular moment in
the late-Victorian world whose works,
despite rooted in the present, display a
fascination

with

Gissing

nonetheless

is

history,
a

George
writer

transfixed by place. This conference
will thus aim to draw together and
explore the different perspectives of
this theme in order to reconsider the
complexity of the spatial in the
writings of Gissing.
As Henry Ryecroft postulates:
Everyone, I suppose, is subject to a
trick of mind which often puzzles me
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[….] Impossible to explain why that

words,

particular spot should show itself to

ambulando’.

my mind’s eye; the cerebral impulse is

•

of rest
•

Homelessness,

passes, and there an end; sometimes,
however,

it

has

successors,

settled

Domesticity, homes, places

so subtle that no search may trace its
origin. [….] Sometimes the vision

‘matters

placelessness, and exile

the

•

Mobility, social, gendered

memory working quite independently

•

Travel,

of my will, and no link appearing
between one scene and the next.

transport,

and/or

Gissing abroad
•

The

practice

of

literary

(George Gissing, The Private Papers of

tourism, both of travel to

Henry Ryecroft (1903; repr. London:

and around sites specific to

Chapman, 1929), p. 146)

Gissing, and of Gissing’s own
literary pilgrimages.

Place is varied, multiple, rich and, at
times,

remarkably

entwined

with

Temporal landscapes, with sites as

memory and the mind’s uncanny and

containers of the past and its histories

phantasmagoric

Although Gissing spent little time in

sequences

and

Bristol, stopping briefly in the city en

returns.
Although place and geography are the
conference’s main coordinates, we also
invite papers that interpret the theme
in much more general terms.
•

•
•

Possible

further

north,

the

location

features briefly in Denzil Quarrier.
Twenty kilometres away is Clevedon,
where Gissing stayed in 1891 and
which provides the rural setting of The

topics

might

Odd Women. The picturesque city of

include, but are not limited

Wells, which Gissing celebrates in his

to:

letters, and Glastonbury, the setting of

The places, settings and

‘A Victim of Circumstance’, is also close

locations of Gissing’s works

at hand.

Isomorphism,

place

as

inspiration, or when authors
visit

locals

of

possible

literary settings
•

route

Movement,

space

thought,

in

or,

The conference will be held in the
verdant grounds of Wills Hall, set
within the green downs above Clifton.

and

Transport: there are flights from

Gissing’s

North America to Bristol airport (1
stop). There are also options to fly
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directly from many airports all over

Swinburne’s

Europe. Wills Hall is a short taxi ride

technique itself remains a central area

from the airport and from Bristol

of controversy – variously admired for

Temple Meads station; it can be

its own sake, dismissed as ‘mere

reached on foot from the local stations,

virtuosity’, or considered significant

Clifton Down or Sea Mills.

only insofar as it contributes to ‘larger’

Price:

approx.

£335

including

accommodation and meals, or £110 for
the conference alone.

arguments about theme, narrative or
social context. Students of poetry
continue to wrestle with the status of
Swinburne as the 'prosodist magician'.

Deadline for submission of abstracts,
which should be no longer than 250
words,

technical achievement,

and

should

PROPOSER’S

NAME,

AND EMAIL,

is

include

THE

AFFILIATION

4th May

2016.

Decisions will be made by 31st May
2016.

This

conference

consideration

proposes
of

further

Swinburne’s

achievement. By focusing on his most
notorious work, we aim to foster new
ways of thinking about the significance
of this collection to the development of
English poetry during a period of

Send to:

staggering formal experimentation. It

Rebecca.hutcheon@bristol.ac.uk

is for this reason that we are soliciting

Swinburne's Poems And Ballads:

papers which look first and foremost to
address questions of form, style, genre

150th Anniversary Conference

and technique.

St John's College, Cambridge, 29-30

Possible guiding questions for papers

July 2016

include, but are not limited to, the

William Michael Rossetti writes in his

following:

defence of Swinburne’s Poems and

- How stable are the conventions of

Ballads that 'If Shelley is "the poet for

genre (the link between lyric and

poets", Swinburne might not unaptly

subjectivity, for example, or between

be

epic and empire) over time?

termed

"the

poet

for

poetic

students" '.
A century and a half later, Swinburne’s
poetry continues to prove divisive for
readers. While few fail to recognise
68

- What can renewed attention to
Poems and Ballads teach us about
Swinburne’s apprenticeship to earlier

poets such as Baudelaire, Shelley and

European countries have on Poems

the troubadours, and his interest in

and Ballads?

medieval and classical forms?

- What is the significance of this

- How did Poems and Ballads influence

collection for fin de siècle, modernist,

subsequent generations of poets as

feminist or queer receptions?

diverse as Hardy and Hopkins, Yeats
and the Rhymers’ Club, H.D. and Eliot,
Veronica Forrest-Thomson and Dylan
Thomas?
- In what sense might Poems and
Ballads present a 'crisis' in the lyric
mode?

- What is the function of poetic
translation

in

Swinburne’s

1866

poems?
- Are there unique formal features of
erotic poetry (that of Swinburne, for
example) that suggest a challenge to
social norms?

- How far can Poems and Ballads be
considered a test-case for the existence
of the 'Pre-Raphaelite' poem?

We hope that the conference will bring
together established scholars, early
career

researchers,

and

graduate

- How do the poetic techniques of

students working on or in relation to

Poems and Ballads engage questions of

Swinburne. Attendance by graduate

religion and theology, secularity and

students will be encouraged by means

anti-theism?

of a reduced fee.

- What can we learn about form and

Please send proposals of no more than

genre from the discussions of Poems

500

and Ballads in the period, by both

poemsandballadsat150@gmail.com

canonical critics and the popular
press?

words

to:

Proposals should be received no later
than 29th February 2016. Please attach

- What is the significance of imitation

abstracts in a separate .doc or .pdf file,

and translation for the forms, genres,

without name or affiliation. You are

and metres of Poems and Ballads and

welcome to include a brief biographical

subsequent responses to it?

note in the body of your email.
CONFERENCE

-

What

influence

did

parallel

developments of poetic genre in other
69

WEBPAGE:

https://swinburne2016.wordpress.co
m

(Dis)Connected Forms: Narratives

cerebral and corporeal fragmentation

on

Self

prevalent in science and speculative

8-9 September 2016, University of

fictions, narratives on the fractured self

Hull & The Wilberforce Institute for

continue to raise questions about the

the

fundamentals of the lived experience.

the

Fractured

study

of

Slavery

and

Emancipation

Plenary Speakers

Co-organised by Gul Dag and Sandra

Dr Catherine Spooner, Reader in

Literature and Culture at Lancaster

Mills
Discourses concerning the concept of
(dis)connection

are

especially

University: Asylum Chic, or, What to
Wear to the Lunatics' Ball

prevalent in contemporary society. The

Dr James Aston, Subject Leader for

relationship between the mind and the

Screen at the University of Hull: “These

body – whether fractured or in flux –

movies

feeds into notions of identity, the self,

problems”:

and

Traumatised

the

‘other’.

Contemporary

scholarship focusing upon borders,
transformations

and

creations

considers the manifold ways in which
the body can be (re)organised and
(dis)assembled.
The notion of (dis)connection
and the fragility of form is of central
focus within a range of studies and
genres. From the uncanniness of being
in gothic and horror studies to the
70

have

brought

me

Performance
Self

within

many

and

the

Hardcore

Horror
Dawn Woolley, Artist and Lecturer in
Photography

at

Anglia

Ruskin

University: The Selfie: Still Life or
Nature Morte?
This conference aims to engage with
contemporary

academic

relating

the

to

(Dis)Connected

Forms,

debate

theme

of

and

will

explore how these discourses manifest

•

Metamorphosis

in narratives on the fractured self.

•

Crisis of self

•

The ‘other’

•

Borders and boundaries

What does it mean to be

•

(Re)creations

(dis)connected,

•

The living and the dead

transformed,

•

Deviance

metamorphosed?

•

Disguise

How are identities formed,

•

Revision/alteration

Possible questions for consideration:
•

•

fractured,

managed,

processed,

controlled?
•

Are corporeal boundaries
distinct, or fluid and open to
alteration?

•

How

is

the

self

narrated/categorised?
•

How are beings created,
crafted, constructed?

•

When/how can the ‘other’
be achieved?

•

What threat does an ‘other’
pose?

•

•

non-fictional narratives. Submissions
which encourage an interdisciplinary
outlook will be welcomed. These could
include,

but

literature;

are

not

cultural

limited

to:

studies;

the

sciences; the social sciences; historical
perspectives; theatrical, musical and
visual

narratives;

personal

(auto)biography;

reflections

and

creative

pieces.
Please send abstracts of no

relation to the cyborg, the

more than 250 words for a twenty

lifeless, and the animal?

minute paper along with a brief

How does/will technology

biographical note of no more than 100

alter the body?

words

not limited to):

disconnectedforms@gmail.com.

to
The

deadline for abstract submission is 3
April 2016.

•

(Dis)Embodiment

•

Identity

•

Human,

cyborg,

animal

71

questions in relation to fictional and

Can the human be defined in

Possible focuses might include (but are

•

Papers are invited that address these

Transformation

For any enquiries please contact Gul
lifeless,

Dag and Sandra Mills at
disconnectedforms@gmail.com. For
further information please see the

website:

of material allows us to explore the

disconnectedforms.wordpress.com and

cultural imaginary in ways that are

follow @DisConnectForms on Twitter.

many, various and erratically policed.

Have you Heard…? Navigating the
Interstices Between Public and
Private Knowledge
The annual MHRA Conference on
Friday 14 October 2016
Institute of Modern Languages
Research, University of London,
Senate House, London, WC1E 7HU
Keynote speakers: Professor Alison
Sinclair (University of Cambridge) and
Dr Filippo de Vivo (Birkbeck College,
University of London)

What we choose to suppress in terms
of public knowledge may well be as
significant as what we choose to
propagate. This interdisciplinary
conference aims to consider the
interactions between public and
private knowledge, and the ambiguous,
unofficial space that lies between.
We invite proposals covering a
range of periods (from the medieval
and early-modern to the twenty-first
century) and across different national
contexts (including French-, Hispanic-,

One of the things that makes us human

Germanic-, Italian-, Slavonic- and

is language, both in the power of

English-speaking cultures). We hope

speech, and the production of written

to attract scholars working in different

texts. How do ideas and opinions get

fields (Modern Languages, English

into the public domain, and what is the

studies, Comparative Literature,

nature of the sometimes fragile

Cultural History, Film and Media

boundary between public and private?

studies and Digital Humanities,

The aim of this conference is to explore

Performance and Reception History,

the power and vicissitudes of the

History of the Book and of Print

transmission of knowledge, and of

Culture, and others). Interdisciplinary

unofficial modes of communication. Its

approaches are particularly welcome.

intention is to go beyond the corpus of
public elite literature and to bring into
consideration the transmission of

Topics could include, but are not
limited to:

knowledge in a broad range of forms,
including the trivial and ephemeral (as
in pamphlets, chapbooks, street
literature and newspapers). This range
72

•

Unofficial production and
consumption: peddling,
trafficking, barter

•

•

Purposeful or purposeless

are not limited to: Bakhtin,

dissemination of news,

Bourdieu, Habermas,

ideas, opinion, images

Foucault, Simmel, de

Construction, regulation,

Certeau)

censorship: public opinion,
•
•

pleasure in the reception

Gossip, rumour and the

and/or dissemination of

power of hearsay

knowledge

Gender and power in public
Private vs published
materials: correspondences,
diaries, the ‘hidden’ archive

•

Theorising the ‘unofficial’
(theorists might include, but

73

Questions of power and

the cultural imaginary

and private knowledge
•

•

We invite proposals for 20-minute
papers. Please send your abstract – of
no more than 250 words –
accompanied by a short biographical
statement on the same page, to
a.lewis@bbk.ac.uk by 15 February
2016.

