
Welcome to the Spring BAVS 
newsletter...
Welcome to the Spring 2008-9 BAVS newsletter. In this issue, Clara 
Dawson reports back on the “Tennyson’s Futures” conference recently 
held at Oxford (and sponsored by BAVS). We also feature news from 
Laurel Brake of  a new publication that will contribute to research and 
study of  Victorian print culture. We have notices of  several forthcoming 
events, calls for papers, recent publications and notices, some of  which 
relate to the double bi-centenaries celebrated this year in Victorian 
studies: those of  Tennyson and Darwin. 

We urge you to register as soon as possible for this year’s anniversary 
conference to be held jointly with NAVSA at the University of  
Cambridge: “Victorian Past and Present” (details below). We continue 
to encourage academics and postgraduate students to offer articles for 
future editions of  the newsletter that draw attention to research projects 
that have recently been recognised by funding bodies; or to offer pieces 
that review or discuss Victorian elements in art exhibitions, cinema and 
television productions, theatrical performances, and musical recitals. For 
further information, and to forward review or research contributions, 
please contact the editor at R.Williams@englit.arts.gla.ac.uk.
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For more information see conference website:  
www.victorians.group.cam.ac.uk
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Joint meeting of  the British Association for Victorian Studies and the North American 
Victorian Studies Association.

Hosted by the Cambridge Victorian Studies Group

The conference will feature four plenaries, eight special sessions, ten workshops, outings in Victorian 
Cambridge, and an after-banquet Literary Panel with neo-Victorian novelists. 

Plenaries: 
Mary Beard

Peter Galison
Philip Hensher
Simon Schama

Special Sessions:

Yesterday 
Tomorrow 

Dressing Up 
Growing Up

Old Worlds and New 
Learning
Leaving 

Throwing Out

Workshops:

Archaeology for Victorians 
Enlightenment for Victorians
Architecture for Victorians
Roundheads for Victorians
Medievalism for Victorians

Evolution for Victorians
Music for Victorians

Prehistory for Victorians 
Classics for Victorians 

Bible for Victorians

Registration is now open. Please visit the website: 
www.victorians.group.cam.ac.uk/Past-vs-Present.html

The committee will be in touch with all applicants before that day. 
Registration will be on a strictly 'first come, first served' basis.
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Enquiries may be directed to past-vs-present@victorians.group.cam.ac.uk
Please put "BAVS-NAVSA" in the subject line.
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 The Dictionary of  Nineteenth Century Journalism 
has appeared this spring in print and online, 
with Academia/British Library and Pro-
Quest imprints respectively. Edited by Lau-
rel Brake and Marysa 
Demoor, with four-
teen Associate Editors 
who are international 
names in their fields, 
DNCJ  has over 1600 
entries detailing Brit-
ish and Irish newspa-
per and periodical 
publishing in the 
nineteenth 

century. These are 
augmented by a de-
tailed chronology of  
the press in the nine-
teenth century, illustra-
tions and in the print 
edition extensive in-
dexes – a lengthy Gen-
eral Index and an in-
dex listing entries by 
category: illustrator, printer; journal, journal-
ist/ editor, publisher and topic. 

 The Dictionary  is a genuine companion for 
nineteenth-century studies of  all kinds that 
involve print –  literature, history, art, music, 
law, religion, science, sport, business history, 
cultural studies, gender studies, and history of 
the book. It provides fresh, searchable and 
authoritative research, which will be regularly 
updated .online. The ProQuest edition is in-
cluded in C19: the Nineteenth-Century Index.

Over 250 subject experts wrote entries, which 
cover famous writers such as Charles Dickens 
and George Eliot as well as hundreds of  
known and unknown journalists, editors, pub-

lishers, illustrators, and 
printers involved in 
the journal and news-
paper industry.  A rich 
array of  topics such as 
Fashion journals, 
Football Specials, 
Magazine Day, Politi-
cal Economy and 
Journalism, Literature 
and Journalism, the 
Spiritualist Press, 
Reading and Gender, 
Reading and Class, 
News and Gossip are 
explored.  Press titles 
themselves comprise 
40% of  entries , in-
cluding  dailies, week-
lies, monthlies and 
quarterlies -- The Times 

and the Manchester Guardian;  the Athenaeum 
and Police Gazette;  Blackwood’s and the Strand; 
the Quarterly Review,  the Edinburgh, and the 
Yellow Book.

Many of  the Associate Editors of  DNCJ – 
Margaret Beetham, Gowan Dawson, Odin 
Dekkers, Ian Haywood, Linda Hughes, Aled 
Jones, Anne Humpherys, Andrew King,  
Mark Knight, Brian Maidment, Joanne Shat-
tock, Elizabeth Tilley, and Mark Turner -- are 
members of  BAVS and RSVP, as are many of 
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A major new dictionary – the result of  collaborative work by several 
BAVS members – promises to aid study and research into 

nineteenth-century print culture.

Dictionary of  Nineteenth-Century Journalism/DNCJ
Ed. Laurel Brake and Marysa Demoor. 

Ghent and London: Academia Press/British Library. Pp. 1014, £65. 
Cambridge: ProQuest.

Fe
at

ur
ed

 p
ub

lic
at

io
n



the contributors. This has genuinely been a 
collaborative project of  the international 
scholarly community. From its inception to its 
completion, this has been clear in its twin lo-
cation in Belgium and the UK:  funded by 
the Royal Flemish Academy, the British 
Academy, King’s College London and Birk-
beck, and published in Ghent, London and 
Cambridge, DNCJ was produced by its co-
editors together in Brussels, with regular Edi-
torial Board meetings largely in London, but 
sometimes in Belgium and various cities in 
the US. Without the web, ODNB online, and 
the Waterloo Directory online, DNCJ could 
never have been produced in five years. 

Laurel Brake 
April 2009
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Scottish BAVS Seminar,
‘Robert Louis Stevenson in the 21st 

Century’
University of  Edinburgh

23 May 2009

The convenors of  the Scottish BAVS 
seminars are pleased to announce the 
programme for ‘Robert Louis Stevenson in 
the 21st century’, taking place in Edinburgh 
on 23 May. The seminar will be held from 
2-5pm in the Conference Room, David 
Hume Tower (Ground Floor), University of  
Edinburgh, George Square, Edinburgh EH8 
9JX. A map is available at:

 http://www.ed.ac.uk/maps#a-z

The seminar is open to anyone with an 
interest in Robert Louis Stevenson. For 
further information, please contact the 
convenors of  the Scottish BAVS seminars, 
Dr Emily Alder (em.alder@napier.ac.uk) or 
Dr Anne Schwan (a.schwan@napier.ac.uk). 

Please confirm your attendance in advance if 
possible.

Endless Forms: Charles Darwin, Natural 
Science and the Visual Arts

The Fitzwilliam Museum, 
16 June - 4 October 2009

Science meets art in this ground-
breaking exhibition revealing an un-
usual and previously unexplored aspect 
of Charles Darwin's legacy - the impact 
of his theories upon artists of the late 
nineteenth century.

Developed by The Fitzwilliam Museum 
in association with the Yale Center for
British Art, Endless Forms: Charles Dar-
win, Natural Science and the Visual
Arts offers an intriguing new perspec-
tive on the cultural resonance of
Darwin's theories.

This landmark exhibition explores both 
Darwin's interest in the visual arts
and the vast range of artistic responses 
to his revolutionary ideas,
through an astonishingly diverse selec-
tion of exhibits from around the
world. 

http://www.darwinendlessforms.org/
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mailto:a.schwan@napier.ac.uk
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College, Oxford)  introduced the discussion of 
Tennyson's legacies with a paper on 
“Becoming Tennysonian”, describing how 
the word “Tennysonian” was coined from 
Tennyson's dominance of  poetic taste in his 
own time. New poets were measured against 
him, and old poets, in particular Matthew 

Arnold, sought to escape his influence on 
their own poetry. Simon Humphries (Linacre 
College, Oxford) took up this theme with a 
paper on Christina Rossetti, who, he argues, 
did little to erase Tennyson's influence in her 
poems. Evan Horowitz (University of  North 
Texas) crossed the channel, to look at 
Baudelaire's borrowing from Victorian ideas 
of  progress, and in particular the influence of 

Robert Douglas-Fairhurst (Magdalen 
College, Oxford) opened the conference with 
a paper on “Tennyson's Beginnings” and his 
account of  the future in Tennyson examined 
the poet’s difficulties with beginnings and 
fresh starts. He argued that Tennyson's poetry 
was one of  endurance rather than fresh 
starts; that there was a lingering desire to 
shrink back or move backwards rather than 
enact any violent changes. The revolutions in 
rhythm and structure involve predictable 
movements, elevating pattern over progress. 
This paper set the scene for later panel 
discussions of  the directions which the future 
takes in Tennyson, whether he endlessly 
circled back on himself, or whether his poetry 
broke out of  these revolutions. Matthew 
Campbell's (University of  Sheffield) paper on 
“The Penultimate (again)” argued for the 
former in In Memoriam and Maud. Francis 
O'Gorman (University of  Leeds) discussed 
“Tennyson and the Future of  Words”, 
looking at how Tennyson used the sound of  
words to deal with immortality and death, 
and argued that his words both admit a 
posthumous life in sound, but then frustrate 
the possibility of  that continuation. Aidan 
Day (University of  Dundee) argued that 
Tennyson's verse gestures beyond its own 
completeness, contradicting Isobel 
Armstrong's vision of  the “perfect finish” of  a 
Tennyson poem, and that while form imposes 
order, it also allows the reader glimpses of  the 
wild, of  that which exceeds conceptualisation 
and representation. 

The speakers focused more on the 'future' 
from Tennyson's perspective than our own, 
and the theme encompassed Tennyson's 
diverse legacies. Gregory Tate (Linacre 
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exploring Tennyson’s forms, futures, and legacies.

“Tennyson’s Futures”
English Faculty

University of  Oxford

27–28 March 2009

Alfred Tennyson as the “Dirty Monk” photographed by 
Julia Margaret Cameron, May 1865



contemporaries ignored the elements of  
innovation and irregularity in the rhythms of  
“Lilian”, “The Lotos-Eaters” and the Odes. 

Herbert Tucker (University of  Virginia) 
closed the conference with a paper on 
Tennyson's making of  his own future: that 
Tennyson saw the opportunity to move 
poetry from the margins of  culture to the 
centre, and that he consciously exploited his 
audience in order to become a name, and 
establish his fame, ensuring his present and 
future readership. The diverse range of  
papers, and the many questions that they 
raised, demonstrated what the conference 
had set out to do: ensure that the Tennyson 
studies has a lively and exciting future.  

 Clara Dawson
University of  Durham

Tennyson's “Ulysses”, and the notion of  
compulsively endless quests in Spleen. Thomas 
Hardy was particularly prominent as an 
inheritor of  Tennyson, being the focus of  
three papers by Tyleen Kelly (City University 
of  New York), W. David Shaw (University of  
Toronto) and Helen Small (Pembroke 
College, Oxford). The panel on Tennyson 
and the novelists explored Tennyson's 
influence on other mediums beyond poetry, 
revealing that even when writers attempted to 
be most resistant to Tennyson, they could not 
avoid his influence. 

Seamus Perry (Balliol College, Oxford) 
brought this discussion well into the twentieth 
century with a paper on Tennyson in the age 
of  Auden, giving us a detailed account of  
John Betjeman's engagement with a poet 
Eliot and Auden slighted. Perry argued that 
Betjeman regarded himself  as sharing a 
similar position with Tennyson, with respect 
to his popularity with the public and the 
establishment. Betjeman liked Tennyson for 
the same reasons that Eliot and Auden 
disliked him, seeing in him the possibility of  
humour, and picking up on Tennyson's 
counterpoetical side. 

Eric Griffiths (Trinity College, Cambridge) 
also attempted to redeem Tennyson from the 
accusations of  stupidity which Eliot and 
Auden levelled against him, with a discussion 
of  Tennyson's attitude to the mind. He 
described the difference between a scientific 
and a metaphysical attitude to mental illness, 
characterised by the use of  terms brain 
disease by the former, and mental disorder by 
the latter: the brain versus the mind. When 
Tennyson employs these words, he chooses 
them with a purpose in mind, often 
combining the physiological, and the 
mentalistic. Tennyson's rhythms were accused 
of  being mechanical or clockwork in rhythm 
but Griffiths argued that the mechanics of  the 
metre were being used to make particular 
points about the working of  the human mind. 
Jason Nabi also spoke on metre in Tennyson, 
looking at him from the fresh perspective of  
free verse and arguing that Pound and his 
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The Tennyson Society International 
Bicentenary Conference
ʻThe Young Tennysonʼ

16-20 July 2009

University of Lincoln

Plenary speakers: 
Robert Douglas-Fairhurst * Linda K. Hughes

Angela Leighton * Seamus Perry

Other conference events will include:
    * Centenary Conference Dinner: guest speaker 
Professor Christopher Ricks
    * Performance: ʻThe Young Tennysonʼ, by 
Gabriel Woolf
    * Reception at the Tennyson Exhibition at the 
Collection Gallery
    * Coach tour of local Tennysonian sites

The 2009 International Bicentenary Conference 
of the Tennyson Society will address themes and 
issues connected with the early life, work and 
thought of the poet, and will be held at the 
University of Lincoln, 16-20 July 2009. 

Further information, including a programme, is 
available at the conference website: 

http://www.lincoln.ac.uk/home/conferences/
tennyson/index.htm
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The Other Nineteenth Century
University of Chester

20 June 2009

Keynote speaker: Catherine Spooner (University of Lancaster)

This interdisciplinary one-day conference seeks to explore the notion of the other in nineteenth-
century culture. How was otherness represented in the nineteenth century? What attempts 
were made to classify otherness within medical, scientific, and imperialistic discourses? To what 
extent was the other a realm of desire for nineteenth-century writers and artists? Can we speak 
of an ‘alternative’ nineteenth century, one which is on the margins, or even beyond the bounds, 
of academia? 

To find out more, and to confirm attendance with the conference organisers, email: 

Dr Sally West: sally.west@chester.ac.uk 

Dr Deborah Wynne: d.wynne@chester.ac.uk.

Fo
rt

hc
om

in
g 

E
ve

nt
s

The 41st Annual Conference of  the Research Society for Victorian Periodicals
University of  St. Thomas, Minneapolis

21-22 August 2009

While papers addressing any aspect of  Victorian  periodicals will be considered, RSVP particularly 
welcomes proposals for papers on the ways in which the newspaper and periodical press relied on a 
variety of  networks, including journalistic, business, communication and technology, transportation, 
imperialist, immigration, political/activist, scientific, philosophical, literary, artistic, and other social 
networks.  Other possible topics: gossip, celebrities, and blackmail; leisure clubs and societies; net-
works of  influence; Transatlantic and transnational networks; family and kinship networks; networks 
of  readers, writers, and publishers; sites of  production, distribution, and syndication.

The program will also include a plenary speaker, a presentation by the winner of  the 2008 Colby 
Scholarly Book Prize, and workshops devoted to digital resources and to methods of  teaching 
periodicals.  Pre-conference activities include the William Holman Hunt exhibition at the Minnea-
polis Institute of  the Arts.  More information about the conference can be found at 
www.stthomas.edu/english/victorian or www.rs4vp.org.

RSVP will award grants covering the conference registration fee to three graduate students present-
ing papers. Graduate students who would like to be considered should include a cover letter explain-
ing how the conference proposal fits into their long-term research plans as well as any other special 
considerations. Recipients will be notified in early spring of  2009.

John Ruskin's posterity: Ruskinian legacy through literature and art writings
Charles-de-Gaulle University, France

4-5 June 2009

Conference webpage and CFP: http://www.inha.fr/spip.php?article1985
To register interest, please email Joëlle Prungnaud: joelle.prungnaud@univ-lille3.fr and Isabelle 
Enaud-Lechien isabelle.enaud@univ-lille3.fr.

mailto:sally.west@chester.ac.uk
mailto:sally.west@chester.ac.uk
mailto:d.wynne@chester.ac.uk
mailto:d.wynne@chester.ac.uk
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http://www.rs4vp.org
http://www.inha.fr/spip.php?article1985
http://www.inha.fr/spip.php?article1985
mailto:joelle.prungnaud@univ-lille3.fr
mailto:joelle.prungnaud@univ-lille3.fr
mailto:isabelle.enaud@univ-lille3.fr
mailto:isabelle.enaud@univ-lille3.fr


10

Museums and Biographies
The National Gallery, London

11–12 September 2009

The 2009 MGHG conference will be held at the National Gallery in London on Friday 11th and Saturday 12th 
September 2009, co-organised by the International Centre for Cultural and Heritage Studies at Newcastle 
University. The conference will bring together those who study the interconnections between museums and 
galleries, collecting and biography. Drawing together analyses of representation, material culture and personality, 
papers will cast new light on the study of lives, objects and display.  

Keynote speakers: Arthur MacGregor, Nicholas Penny.

Other speakers will address the following topics: 

• Museums and the Self 
• Donors and Legacies 
• Oral History 
• Women and Museums 
• Object Biographies
• Individuals Shaping Collections 

See the provisional programme at www.mghg.org. Please note lunches will not be provided. Price (for 2 days): 

Non-MGHG members £55.00, MGHG members (concessions) £40, Students £20.

To register, buy tickets on the National Gallery events pages: www.nationalgallery.org.uk/what/events/2009/sep/
default.htm; please note that concessionary prices become available further into the procedure.
Please direct queries to Catherine Todd: catherine.todd@ncl.ac.uk (or to Catherine Todd, Publications & 
Conference Assistant, ICCHS, Bruce Building, Newcastle University, NE1 7RU).  

Geometry in British Victorian Culture
Centre for Research in the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities, Cambridge

1-2 October 2009

A two-day symposium on Geometry in British Victorian Culture will be held at the Centre for Research in the 
Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities at Cambridge, 1-2 October 2009.  

Speakers include Gillian Beer, Jeremy Gray, Marilyn Gaull, and Joan L. Richards.  

The symposium is supported by the European Research Council.  Anyone wishing to attend should please 
contact Alice Jenkins at the Department of  English Literature, University of  Glasgow: 
A.Jenkins@englit.arts.gla.ac.uk.

http://www.mghg.org
http://www.mghg.org
http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/what/events/2009/sep/default.htm
http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/what/events/2009/sep/default.htm
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http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/what/events/2009/sep/default.htm
mailto:catherine.todd@ncl.ac.uk
mailto:catherine.todd@ncl.ac.uk
mailto:A.Jenkins@englit.arts.gla.ac.uk
mailto:A.Jenkins@englit.arts.gla.ac.uk


Hardy, realism, Wilde, spectacle, 
settlers, Dickens...

Dickens Day: Dickens and Science
London

10 October 2009

G. H. Lewes famously criticised Dickens’s  failure to engage with contemporary scientific thought and 
proffer psychologically convincing characters, describing them as  ‘frogs  whose brains have been taken 
out for physiological purposes’. Recent work, however, has  significantly challenged the truism that 
Dickens was  indifferent or even hostile towards  the scientific discoveries  and discourses of his age. 
Dubbed a member of ‘the steam-whistle party’ by Ruskin, he was  volubly enthusiastic about techno-
logical and scientific advancements and discoveries, including steam-driven modes  of transport and 
manufacture, industrialism, geology, evolutionary biology and the mutual relations of humanity and 
animal life. He also had interests  in mesmerism, phrenology and physiology. From his enthusiastic 
article ‘The Poetry of Science’ (Examiner, 9 December 1848) to Little Dorrit’s  fictional locomotive Mr 
Pancks, who ‘snorted and sniffed and puffed and blew, like a little labouring steam-engine’ and the 
‘Megalosaurus’ stalking the opening of Bleak House, Dickens’s oeuvre contains  multiple traces of con-
temporary scientific thought. 

This  one-day conference seeks to explore scientific and technological ideas  and metaphors in Dick-
ens’s novels  and journalism and to place his  life, work and thought in the context of Victorian sci-

ence. We invite proposals  for 20-minute papers on any aspect of the theme and warmly encourage post-
graduate students to apply.

Topics could include but are not limited to:

• Darwinian and Lamarckian evolutionary theories and metaphors
• Geology and palaeontology
• Hereditary transmission of  behaviour and the biology of  character
• Affect and emotion
• Inventors and new technologies
• Professionalisation and the emergence of  science as a discipline 
• Criminality, detection and forensics 
• Physiognomy, phrenology and the science of  the grotesque
• Mesmerism and spiritualism
• Psychology, cognition and mental illness
• Gender, sexuality and the science and politics of  normalisation
• Energy and thermodynamics
• Vivisection
• Psychological (im)plausibility, melodramatic aesthetics and radical politics
• The ‘dismal sciences’: economics, political economy and Utilitarianism

Please send proposals (maximum 500 words), together with details  of your institutional affiliation (if any) 
to Holly Furneaux and Ben Winyard, at hf35@le.ac.uk and jwiny02@students.bbk.ac.uk. The deadline 
for paper proposals is 31 May 2009.

...
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Relocating Victorian Settler Narratives: 
Transatlantic and Transpacific Views in the Long Nineteenth Century

Call for Contributors 

We invite proposals for original essays on Victorian settler narratives. How were new settlements, forms 
of  emigration, and various cultural and especially literary exchanges represented in narratives produced 
and circulated on both sides of  the Atlantic as well as across the Pacific? How did transatlantic or trans-
pacific representation reshape the literary or visual imagination in Victorian Britain? How was the set-
tler, the emigrant, the exile, or the sojourner differently conceptualised in the course of  the long nine-
teenth century?

The proposed collection seeks to explore anew a global nineteenth century by combining a comparative 
study of  texts (visual as well as literary) with close readings that address issues of  intertextual inter-
changes, genre formation, and a new mapping of  literary history that looks beyond the confines of  na-
tional boundaries.

Suggested topics may include:
• Settling in the colonies
• Settler and other colonies
• ‘the English’ in nineteenth-century American literature or art
• Australasia in British literature or art
• The ‘lost’ colony in the Americas
• Cautionary tales of  emigration
• Repatriation
• Portable domesticity
• Self-exiles
• Expatriate communities in the nineteenth century
• Missionary settlements
• Military settlements
• Intertextual interchanges

Please send abstracts of  500 words, accompanied by a brief  bio, to tamarasilviawagner@yahoo.com.sg

The deadline for abstracts is 31 May 2009.

…

Katherine Mansfield and Continental Europe
Katherine Mansfield Studies 

Following on from the success of  the international  conference held on Mansfield in 2008, based on the 
centenary of  Katherine Mansfield’s arrival in London, the first issue of  the peer-reviewed journal of  the 
recently created Katherine Mansfield Society, Katherine Mansfield Studies,  is now calling for submissions for 
its special issue ‘Katherine Mansfield and Continental Europe’. 

Submissions are sought on the following:
• On the theme of  the special issue ‘Katherine Mansfield and Continental Europe’ 
• Creative pieces – poetry and prose on Katherine Mansfield
• Book reviews on recently published books on Katherine Mansfield

Successful submissions will be notified by 1 July 2009.

For further details regarding submissions and to download a style guide, please visit our website: 
www.katherinemansfieldsociety.org. For any queries please contact the Journal’s Editor, Dr Delia da 
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Sousa Correa: D.Dasousa@open.ac.uk, and the special issue co-editor, Dr Gerri Kimber: 
gerri@thekimbers.co.uk. 

In addition, further submissions for the first issue of  the journal are being sought: pieces of  creative writ-
ing on the theme of  Katherine Mansfield, poetry, short stories, etc. Please send submissions for consid-
eration to the Journal Editor. For book reviews on recent publications relating to Katherine Mansfield, 
please send review submissions to the Journal Reviews Editor: Dr Kathryn Simpson: 
k.l.simpson@bham.ac.uk.
The deadline for 5000 word submissions is 1 June 2009.

…

Spectacular Science:
Science and the lands of  the extreme: exploration, representation, imagination

University of  Toulouse, France
October 13 2009

The exploration journeys of  the nineteenth century were above all the expression of  scientific curiosity. 
The conquest of  the Far North, for instance, constitutes a challenge for ethnology, geography, studies of  
the ice, the fauna and the flora, and is also an attempt to solve the mystery of  magnetism which, accord-
ing to Sherril Grace, functions both as an object of  study and as a metaphor for the irresistible attraction 
of  the North, and of  the mythic Northwest Passage in particular. The artistic imagination complements 
scientific exploration, offering a form of  sublimation or questioning. At the crossroads between science 
and the arts, this conference wishes to juxtapose scientific discourse (from the nineteenth century on-
wards) and the artistic representation of  the issues it raises.
 Exploration narratives offer an illustration of  the relationship between science and exploration 
(magnetism, geography, the ills and diseases encountered by explorers or resulting from their intrusion, 
medical experiments.) An approach from an aboriginal point of  view could also examine, for instance, 
how shamanism dealt with medical problems caused by the contact with explorers. In this context, it 
may be interesting to wonder how reciprocal influences between foreign cultures in the past may have a 
contemporary impact (the introduction of  traditional medical practices among the Inuit ...) Moreover, 
Beattie's autopsy of  the sailors from the Franklin expedition found in graves in the Canadian Far North 
bears witness to the fascination which the tragic dimension of  exploration still exercises.
 The relationship between exploration and science will also be approached from an aesthetic per-
spective, through artistic representations of  situations of  exploration: exploration narratives, fiction, vis-
ual arts. We will analyze how the artist represents exploration and/or science, its role, its impact, its ac-
complishments and failures, its ascendancy on people and places (in particular in post-colonial Canadian 
fiction.)  We will also examine how the explorers' science appears in tales, myths and other productions 
by aboriginal artists, and how Inuit society (its representation, its myths and its way of  life) evolved as a 
result of  interference and intrusion.
 Exploration often has a territorial objective, therefore we will study the extent to which science 
provides tools for those appropriation ventures which it contributes to legitimize. This question is fre-
quently raised in contemporary Canada in relation to the territorial claims of  aboriginal people as well 
as with the issue of  Arctic sovereignty which has been receiving a lot of  attention recently, due to the 
economic interests at stake.
 Jean Malaurie, the first European who reached the North Geomagnetic Pole in a dog-sled with 
an Inuit guide and who is a passionate supporter of  the rights of  Arctic minorities threatened by oil ex-
ploitation and the industrial development of  the Far North, will be a guest speaker at this conference, 
along with Jan Borm, his biographer and the Cinémathèque de Toulouse will screen some of  Malaurie’s 
films. 
 Conference languages: French and English
Submissions (max. 150 words) to be sent to: Michèle Kaltemback: kaltemba@univ-tlse2.fr and Cather-
ine Lanone: catherine.lanone@univ-tlse2.fr
Deadline for Submissions: 30 June 2009.
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…

 The Soul of  Man: Oscar Wilde and Socialism
The Oscholars 

Special Issue Spring 2010

H.G. Wells once wrote that Oscar Wilde’s ‘The Soul of  Man Under Socialism’ offers ‘an artist's view of  
socialism, but not a socialist's.’ George Orwell, reviewing the essay in 1948, called Wilde’s vision of  so-
cialism ‘Utopian and anarchistic.’ So was Oscar Wilde a socialist? An anarchist? An ‘individualist’? Or 
politically unquantifiable?  He was acquainted with the leading socialists of  the time, from William Mor-
ris to G. B. Shaw, his sympathy for socialist and anarchist ideas was well known, and ‘The Soul of  Man’ 
attained great popularity with the radical movements of  Central and Eastern Europe and the USA.  
This refereed special issue of  The Oscholars, a widely read electronic journal devoted to Wilde and the 
fin de siècle, solicits essays on any aspect of  ‘The Soul of  Man’ or, more broadly, Wilde
in relation to socialism and anarchism.

The deadline for submission of  completed essays (1500-2500 words) is 15 December 2009. For more in-
formation about The *Oscholars* and to view previous special issues please consult 
http://www.oscholars.com/
Please submit 300-word proposals to Anna Vaninskaya at av323@cam.ac.uk by 15 July 2009.

…

Experiments in/of  Realism
Synthesis 3 2010

If  in the nineteenth century Realism began as a movement initiating a progressive and drastic shift away 
from Romanticism, aiming to discover radical ways of  linking the imaginative with the real, in the 
twentieth century, conversely, Realism was vilified, deemed unashamedly conservative and pass; its 
ideology was viewed as flawed and its experiments were deliberately forgotten or undervalued. The 
more reality was conceived as an ideological artifact, the more realism was reduced to a mere 
oxymoron, a term that defies itself, a conceptual impasse. In the years of  high postmodernism, Realism 
has been unfairly used, in the words of  Bruce Robbins, as a “scapegoat term that a given author, text, 
period, or genre can be shown to rise sophisticatedly and self-consciously above.” And yet Realism 
strikes back: its self-reflexive moments have been recently reread as ambitious studies of  the act of  
representation, and its linear plots, supposedly straightforward characters, and omniscient narrators 
destabilized and rescued from facile and scornful labelling, while the tension between literality and 
fictionality, which Realism allegedly sought to conceal, has been brought to the forefront. More 
surprisingly even, new poststructuralist approaches have gone as far as unearthing and highlighting the 
“proto-postmodern” elements of  nineteenth-century realistic texts. Rather than seen as the unfortunate 
moment in the history of  narrative, sandwiched between Romanticism and Modernism, Realism 
becomes the focus of  attention, and its efforts, achievements, and conscious limitations are reexamined 
on theoretic, thematic, and stylistic levels.

In line with current attempts to complicate and expand our understanding of  Realism, in terms of  its 
ideology and cultural and formal pursuits, the third issue of  Synthesis will participate in the debate 
aimed at exploring the multiformity of  the term and reformulating our thinking as regards its 
endeavours. Our purpose is to examine Realism as an inconclusive, open-ended term, involved in a 
dialectic relationship with the “-isms” that precede it and those that follow it. In what ways does realism 
fight against its reduction to a literary technique that indulges in a naively “objective” reproduction of  
material reality? And by what means does it resist an uncritical endorsement of  socio-cultural 
hegemonic practices? Can Realism be re-viewed as the avant-garde gesture that it was initially perceived 
as? And in this respect, is it, perhaps, time to rethink the chronological and formal boundaries of  
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Realism, which until now conveniently served to include or exclude works from its canon? How is the 
Realist agenda appropriated and used to ends that operate against mimesis? Can the study of  Realism, 
which is at work across disciplines and in all types of  narratives, offer new possibilities of  approaching all 
kinds of  texts? And what, in that case, would the limitations of  realism be? We invite contributions 
which engage critically with Realist texts and participate in current theoretical debates which aim at re-
evaluating Realism. 

Papers may address topics such as:
•       The illusionistic nature of  Realistic representation
•       Formal experimentations of  Realism
•       The reactionary/progressive politics of  Realism
•       Gender and/or class construction in Realism
•       Science, technology, and Realism
•       Art, the visual, and the invisible in Realism
•       Ethics and morality in Realist texts
•       Transition, flux, alienation in Realism
•       Space and mobility in Realist texts
•       Reconfigurations of  the Real in Realism
•       Negotiating Realism through contemporary film
•       Contemporary Realisms in late twentieth-century fiction

Detailed proposals (800-1000 words) for (6-7000 word) articles as well as any inquiries regarding this 
issue should be sent by email to both Issue Editors: Anna Despotopoulou (adespoto@enl.uoa.gr) and 
Katerina Kitsi-Mitakou (katkit@enl.auth.gr). Please send a short bio together with your proposal. For 
more information, see: http://www.enl.uoa.gr/synthesis/index.htm

Deadline for Submission of  Abstracts: 20 July 2009.

…

Victorian Scotland
Victorians Institute Journal

Victorians Institute Journal (VIJ) welcomes submissions for a special section titled “Victorian Scotland” to be 
published in Volume 37 (2009). We are happy to consider essays, edited texts, reviews, and other mate-
rial related to the experience of  Scotland during the reign of  Queen Victoria. While essays relating to 
authors and figures long represented in the canon of  English literature are welcome, we especially look 
forward to receiving news of  doings North of  the Tweed which may be less familiar. Please query for 
additional information.

VIJ is a refereed scholarly annual published by the Victorians Institute, and edited by David Latané (Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University) and Deborah Denenholz Morse (College of  William and Mary). Sub-
missions should be in MLA format, and submitted in both hardcopy and electronic form (Word attach-
ments preferred) to  Editors, Victorians Institute Journal / Department of  English / Box 842005 / VCU 
/ Richmond, VA 23284-2005. E-mail: vij@vcu.edu. 

Deadline: 1 August 2009.

…
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Scottish Gothic, 1764–Present: A One-Day Symposium
Department of  English Studies, University of  Stirling, Scotland.

24
 
October 2009

Confirmed Plenary Speakers: Peter Garside (University of  Edinburgh) and Angela Wright (University of 
Sheffield). 

Possible topics might include, but are by no means limited to, the following: 
• Scotland in/and the romance revival 
• Ann Radcliffe’s Scotland 
• Robert Burns and the Gothic 
• James Hogg, Walter Scott and the Gothic 
• Mary Shelley in/and Scotland 
• Gothic appropriations of  Macbeth 
• Scottish Doubles 
• Alasdair Gray’s Gothic 
• Contemporary Scottish Gothic: Iain Banks, Louise Welsh, John Burnside, 

Please email a 250 word abstract for a 20 minute paper to Dale Townshend dt8@stir.ac.uk by 
1 September 2009.

…

The Nineteenth International Thomas Hardy Conference and Festival
Dorchester, UK

24 July - 1 August 2010

The 2010 International Thomas Hardy Conference marks the 170th anniversary of  the birth of  
Thomas Hardy.  Like its predecessors it will be designed to appeal both to Hardy scholars and to the lay 
readers who attend in large numbers.  The academic sessions will be supplemented by a wide variety of  
excursions and entertainments relating to the local context which Hardy’s work celebrated, and from 
which it emerged.

Our invited speakers include Professor Penny Boumelha, Professor Linda Shires, Professor Tim 
Armstrong, Dr Sophie Gilmartin, Professor Michael Millgate, Claire Tomalin and there will be poetry 
readings from Andrew Motion, Brian Pattern and Christopher Reid. We are also soliciting papers from 
Hardy scholars across the world.  A series of  thirty-minute talks will be given in chaired parallel sessions.  
Proposals for such lectures, which may concern any aspect of  Hardy’s work, should take the form of  an 
abstract not exceeding 250 words in length.  They should be addressed to:        

‘Call for Papers’ -
The Thomas Hardy Society,
Dr. Jane Thomas, Department of  English
University of  Hull, East Yorkshire HU6 7RX
Email: j.e.thomas@hull.ac.uk 

The best of  the papers given at the Conference will be eligible for publication in the book-length Thomas 
Hardy Journal appearing in Autumn 2010.

All submissions will be read and adjudicated by an academic panel.  The closing date is 31 December 
2009.

…
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The Gaskell Journal
Call for Papers for 2010

The journal is a scholarly, peer reviewed, international journal devoted to the Victorian writer Elizabeth 
Gaskell (1810-1865). Papers are welcomed on any Gaskell- related topic and submissions for 2010 are 
now being accepted. Submissions should be sent to the editor by either electronically or in hard copy 
and should not exceed more than 7,000 words. A style sheet is available on application to the editor. 

Editor: Dr Fran Twinn, 85 Calton Avenue, Dulwich, London SE21 7DF
020 8693 3238  fax 020 8299 4088  messages only 020 8299 4210
frantwinn@aflex.net 

…

Call for Contributors:
Routledge Annotated Bibliography of  English Studies

Nineteenth Century Section

Routledge are proud to announce the launch of  the Routledge Annotated Bibliography of  English Studies 
(ABES), a unique reference tool for those working in the field of  English Literary Studies. Routledge ABES 
is a specialised online bibliography providing annotated entries on all of  the most significant research in 
literary studies published each year. It contains scholarly annotations on all the best new criticism, from 
which users can find out about a publication, how it might be of  use to them, and whether it has 
particular strengths or weaknesses that would be relevant to their work.  

The database is organised around eight key sections: Medieval; Renaissance and Early Modern; 
Eighteenth Century; Romanticism; Nineteenth Century; Modernism; Postcolonial; Contemporary 
Literatures.

Routledge are currently inviting applications to contribute to the Nineteenth Century Section. As a 
contributor to Routledge ABES you would be called upon to create annotations to some of  the best new 
research in literary studies, helping to provide an indispensable guide for the rest of  the literary studies 
community. Your work would be fully acknowledged, with contributors able to provide a short biography 
and a link back to their own website, or profile.

Each section is headed by a dedicated section editor, who edits and oversees the records in that section. If 
you are interested in becoming a contributor to Routledge ABES you can contact the Nineteenth Century 
section editor:

Johanna M. Smith, University of  Texas at Arlington, USA, johannasmith@uta.edu
or see www.uta.edu/english/jmsmith/. 

Johanna M. Smith is in particular need of  Americanists, especially with interests in ethnic literatures, 
and of  scholars in gender and sexuality, but welcomes contributors in all fields of  nineteenth century 
studies.
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Wilkie Collins, style, the past, sexology, 
Disraeli...and scroll down for a BAVS discount

Wilkie Collins (Brief  Lives)
Melisa Klimaszewski

Hesperus Press, 1 May 2009

Author of  the first detective novel in English, Wilkie Collins was one of  the most popular authors in Vic-
torian England. In this illuminating biography, Melisa Klimaszewski situates the writer within his own 
milieu and demonstrates how his work sparks new understandings of  Victorian life and letters. A close 
friend and collaborator of  Charles Dickens, Collins secured his own fame with sensational novels that 
feature intricate legal plots, mistaken identities, and complex crimes. Boldly challenging the mores of  
Victorian society by maintaining two families and shunning the institution of  marriage, Collins was also 
one of  the most unconventional public figures of  his day. His life story, succinctly told in this elegant bi-
ography, promises to instruct and to entertain.

Melisa Klimaszewski is the coauthor of  Charles Dickens and has edited several of  Dickens’s collaborative 
Christmas numbers.

…

Blame it on the Devon Vicar
Blame it on the Norfolk Vicar

Tom Hughes
Halsgrove, February 2009

The image of  the Victorian country clergyman is that of  a man pottering about with his books, bees and 
bells. They are the stock characters of  countless novels and films. What are not as familiar are the stories 
of  the remarkable number of  vicars, rectors, and curates – not to leave out the odd canon or dean – who 
found themselves enmeshed in scandal. Be it an elopement, an adulterous divorce, a pregnant servant, 
an assault, a slander. Whatever it was, the papers of  the day loved it: ‘A really good clerical scandal, well-
spiced and judiciously prolonged in the months of  September & October, is worth fifty pounds a week to 
the The Times’ (A contemporary quote, 1863). 

The stories contained in these books, besides being highly entertaining, are a greatly overlooked aspect of 
local history. Here is a selection of  the most interesting, some might say sensational, of  those really good 
clerical scandals and cause celebrés that have occurred in Devon and Norfolk.

…

Sydney Owenson, Lady Morgan and the Politics of  Style
Julie Donovan

Academica Press, 16 February 2009

Sydney Owenson, Lady Morgan and the Politics of  Style represents a significant contribution to growing schol-
arly interest in an important Irish literary figure of  the nineteenth century. In this work, Dr. Julie Dono-
van contextualizes Owenson's emblematic Irishness, which was too dismissed as excessive showmanship. 
The study includes an extensive discussion of  Owenson's often-overlooked personal papers and artifacts 
housed in the National Library of  Ireland and the Royal Irish Academy. No previous study has fully 
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considered this crucial archival material and its implications. In addition, Owenson's unpublished and 
hitherto unexamined letters from various university collections including Yale, Oxford, Cambridge, 
Trinity College, Princeton, and Penn State are analyzed as part of  this original research monograph. 

The table of  contents includes:  Introduction; Chapter 1: Text and Textile in The Wild Irish Girl; Chap-
ter 2: Sydney Owenson's Personae; Chapter 3: How Sydney Owenson Played the Harp; Chapter 4: Ire-
land in Europe and the World; Chapter 5: The Wild Irish Girl in the Victorian Period.

…

Wilkie Collins: Interdisciplinary Essays
Andrew Mangham (Editor)

Cambridge Scholars Publishing, May 2009

This eclectic collection brings together a range of  critical voices, from varying disciplinary backgrounds, 
to comment on the life and works of  Wilkie Collins. 
A close friend of  Dickens, Collins engaged with some of  the nineteenth century’s most influential ideas 
and cultural developments. As this collection makes clear, he formed interesting connections with key 
figures in literature, art, theatre, medicine, and the law. As a result, his works often engaged with the pe-
riod’s most influential ideas and cultural developments. 

Best remembered for spearheading the Sensation genre with The Woman in White and detective fiction 
with The Moonstone, Collins’s career actually encompassed a large amount of  material that has re-
mained relatively neglected until recently. Wilkie Collins: Interdisciplinary Essays offers readings of  pre-
viously unstudied sources while offering new perspectives on the author’s most canonical works. 

This second edition includes a new foreword by Jenny Bourne Taylor. 

Andrew Mangham is a lecturer in English Literature at the University of  Reading. He specialises in the 
intersections between law, science, and fiction in the Victorian period. He is the author of  Violent 
Women and Sensation Fiction: Crime, Medicine, and Victorian Popular Culture (2007) and is currently 
writing a book on toxicological ideas in the nineteenth century.

…

The City of  the Jugglers or, Free-Trade in Souls, A Romance of  the ‘Golden’ Age
By William North (1850)

Reprinted, with an Introduction by Patrick Scott
University of  South Carolina Press, 2008

William North’s The City of  the Jugglers or, Free Trade in Souls, A Romance of  the ‘Golden’ Age (1850) is one of  
the most original novels of  the mid-Victorian period, but it is also the most elusive book by one of  the 
nineteenth-century’s most elusive authors. Only three surviving copies are recorded in WorldCat, with 
only two listed in libraries in North America. This facsimile, scanned from the original 1850 edition now 
in the University of  South Carolina’s Department of  Rare Books & Special Collections, makes North’s 
book available for the first time since its original publication.

…
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English Literary Sexology: Translations of  Inversion, 1860-1930 
Heike Bauer

Palgrave Macmillan, 30 April 2009
 

English Literary Sexology explores how sexology - the structured theorisation of  sex - emerged and was 
transmitted across linguistic and disciplinary boundaries between the 1860s and the 1930s. If  sexology 
first evolved in German-speaking scientific contexts, then how did it migrate across Europe and North 
America? To what extent did English sexology distinguish itself  from its European counterparts and why 
did British culture prove increasingly responsive to sexual ideas? How did women contribute to a dis-
course that from the outset was so heavily dominated by male experts and lay readers?

Bauer provides the first sustained examination of  how the German sexological ideas found their way 
into English culture. The book re-examines well-known figures including Richard von Krafft- Ebing, 
Havelock Ellis, Olive Schreiner and Sarah Grand alongside some of  their less frequently studied con-
temporaries such as Karl Heinrich Ulrichs and Edith Ellis. Bauer's study expands our understanding of  
the European scientia sexualis by showing that alongside the continental sciences
of  sex existed a distinct English literary sexology.

£10 off  at Waterstone's online: http://www.waterstones.com/waterstonesweb/home.do

…

‘Reading the Past in the Nineteenth Century’
Nineteenth-Century Contexts: An Interdisciplinary Journal

Routledge, March 2009

The first issue of  volume 31 of  this interdisciplinary journal is a themed issue on 'Reading the Past in the 
Nineteenth Century'. Including papers which were originally delivered at a symposium organised by 
Anna Vaninskaya from the Cambridge Victorian Studies Group in Spring 2008, the issue focuses on the 
development and impact of  competing views of  the past in nineteenth-century Britain. Includes articles 
by Rosemary Mitchell, Michael Ledger-Lomas, and Shafquat Towheed.

For the full table of  contents and to purchase this individual issue,
please visit: http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~db=all~content=g910607534~tab=toc

…

Lives of  Victorian Literary Figures, Part VII:  
Joseph Conrad, Henry Rider Haggard and Rudyard Kipling by their Contemporaries 

(Three Volume Set)
Volume Editors: Keith Carabine, Tom Hubbard and Lindy Stiebel

Pickering & Chatto, February 2009

Pickering & Chatto’s highly successful Lives of  Victorian Literary Figures series continues with the seventh 
installment. This facsimile edition focuses on three hugely popular late-Victorian novelists. Joseph Con-
rad (1875–1924), Henry Rider Haggard (1856–1925) and Rudyard Kipling (1865–1936) engaged with 
different aspects of  the rapidly-expanding British Empire. Polish-born Conrad joined the merchant navy 
and his most famous work, Heart of  Darkness (1902) draws on his own experiences in the Congo. Anglo-
Indian Kipling’s poetry, short stories and children’s writing engage with the colonial project in India. 
Haggard’s gripping stories were inspired by African exploration and land-grab by European colonial 
powers at the end of  the nineteenth century. 
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Carefully selected extracts from biographies, memoirs, diaries, private letters and other ephemera reveal 
how these iconic writers were viewed by their contemporaries. 

The edition benefits from a general introduction, volume introductions, headnotes, endnotes and a con-
solidated index. It will be vital to those studying Nineteenth-Century Studies, Twentieth Century Stud-
ies, Literature and Children’s Literature. 

…

Benjamin Disraeli Letters: Volume 8, 1860-1864
Edited by M.G. Wiebe, Mary S. Millar, Ann P. Robson, and Ellen L. Hawman

University of  Toronto Press: Forthcoming 2009

The editors of  the Disraeli Project at Queen's University, Kingston, Canada, announce the publication 
later in 2009 of  Volume 8 (1860-1864) of  the Benjamin Disraeli Letters (University of  Toronto Press). It 
includes 556 letters (many published for the first time) with annotations, plus 8 Appendixes, chronology 
and index. Disraeli is still in Opposition, managing the Conservative party while playing a waiting game 
in Parliament and concerned with European wars, the American Civil War and Napoleon III's political 
ambitions. Letters to Samuel Wilberforce show Disraeli's involvement in Church affairs, culminating in 
his famous 'Apes and Angels' speech in 1864.

On the personal side, there is the growing intimacy with Queen Victoria after the death of  Prince Al-
bert. He is at last freed from his crippling debts through the generosity of  Andrew Montagu, and though 
the death of  his patroness Sarah Brydges Willyams in 1863 brings to an end his sparkiling correspon-
dence with her, he benefits financially as her heir. He and his wife embark on the Gothicisation of  their 
country home, Hughenden, as well as extensive landscaping of  the gardens.

The letters also reveal a discovery of  particular interest, an anonymous 1847 pamphlet written by Dis-
raeli and Lionel de Rothschild vehemently urging the admission of  Jews to Parliament, a counter to any 
suggestions that Disraeli did not support Jewish rights as heartily as he might have done.

…

Bram Stoker's Dracula: A Reader's Guide
William Hughes

Continuum, 2009

Dracula (1897) is one of  the most commonly studied gothic novels and has been hugely influential 
through adaptations in fiction, on stage and in cinema.  Offering an authoritative, up-to-date guide for 
students, this book introduces its context, language, themes, criticism and afterlife, leading students to a 
more sophisticated understanding of  the text. 

This is the ideal guide to reading and studying the novel, setting Dracula in its historical, intellectual and 
cultural contexts, offering analyses of  its themes, style and structure, providing exemplary close readings, 
presenting an up-to-date account of  its critical reception. It also includes an introduction to its 
substantial history as an adapted text on stage and screen focusing on the portrayal of  the vampire from 
Nosferatu to Interview with a Vampire. It includes points for discussion, suggestions for further study and an 
annotated guide to relevant reading.
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ICONS OF MODERN CULTURE: Frankenstein 
Audrey A. Fisch

Helm, 2009 

This is the fifth book in the Icons of  Modern Culture series. Children and adults the world over know 
the lumbering, overlarge figure with the green face and bolts in his head. How did the Halloween staple 
known as Frankenstein emerge out of  the anonymous novel by a “young girl,” published in 1818 to mixed 
reviews? The answer, as this study makes clear, is that the Frankenstein we know today is not solely Mary 
Shelley’s progeny. Frankenstein morphed into many different forms over time, place, and genre. This vol-
ume displays and analyses the many post-Shelley “Frankensteins”, exploring their continuities and disjunc-
tions in order to trace the development of  this enduring icon. The volume also traces the complex his-
tory of  Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, including its publishing history, its dismissal by the literary estab-
lishment, and its subsequent reclamation as a touchstone text in high school and college classrooms. Stu-
dents of  Shelley’s novel or of  the many “Frankensteins” her novel propagated will find here an analysis of  
this intriguing cultural history. This volume also provides extensive extracts, gathering together an un-
precedented collection of  both never-before published and previously published material, so that readers 
can read widely and develop their own sense of  Frankenstein’s place in our world.

…

Shire Publications in Victorian Studies
** BAVS member discount**

Shire Publications publish a range of  affordable paperbacks on subjects from the worlds 
of  history, heritage and nostalgia. Included in this list are many titles focusing on the Vic-
torian era, from The Victorian Workhouse and The Victorian Cemetery to The Victorian 
and Edwardians at Work and The English Seaside in Victorian and Edwardian Times.

To celebrate the launch of  our new website, we would like to offer members of  the British 
Association of  Victorian Studies 10% off  all titles on our website www.shirebooks.co.uk

Simply choose which book you would like to buy, click ‘add to cart’ and enter the promo-
tional code BAVS when asked at checkout.   Offer expires 30/06/2009.
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Post-Doctoral Research Associate Post
‘A Cultural History of  English Pantomime, 1837-1901’

University of  Lancaster

A Post-Doctoral Research Associate post at Lancaster University will be advertised in the Times Higher 
and jobs.ac.uk in the next few weeks. A full-time Post-Doctoral Research Associate is sought for the pro-
ject, 'A Cultural History of  English Pantomime, 1837-1901,' at the Universities of  Birmingham and 
Lancaster. You will have a knowledge of  nineteenth century cultural and social history, and a PhD com-
pleted by the start date of  the post. The post is based in the History Department at Lancaster University 
and will involve the preparation of bibliography and research apparatus, sourcing archival materials, and 
the organisation of  public events related to the project. The post will provide opportunities for you to 
pursue a research project of  your own within the project, and to contribute to project publications. The 
post will require travel and overnight stays away from Lancaster but within the UK.
Salary in Grade 6 range, starting at £28,176. Start date: 1st October, 2009

For further particulars on the project see: http://www.drama.bham.ac.uk/pantomime.shtml
Informal enquiries, contact Kate Newey: k.newey@bham.ac.uk
Application forms, job and person specifications are available on the Lancaster University web-site: 
http://www.lancs.ac.uk/hr/recruitment/jobs.html

Likely deadline for applications: 19 June 2009 (but please consult the press advertisement & Lancaster 
HR web-site).

…

The Gale Dissertation Research Fellowship in Nineteenth Century Media
The Research Society for Victorian Periodicals
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The Gladstone Bicentenary International Conference 
University of Chester, 

Department of History and Archaeology and the Centre for Victorian Studies
 5-8 July 2009

The provisional programme for this conference is available at: http://www.st-deiniols.com/documents/cms/
provisional_programme_2009.pdf

In July 2009 the Centre for Victorian Studies at the University of Chester, in association with St Deiniol’s Library, 
Hawarden, will host an international conference to mark the bicentenary of the birth of William Ewart Gladstone 
(on 29 December 1809 in Rodney Street, Liverpool). The conference, which complements a similar international 
event held at Chester in 1998 to mark the centenary of Gladstone’s death, will provide scholars with an 
opportunity to explore, within a broad multi-disciplinary framework, a variety of aspects of Gladstone’s life and 
work, both public and private, bringing together political and cultural themes in an atmosphere of debate and 
cross-fertilization. The conference programme will also offer opportunities for delegates to visit Gladstone’s 
‘Temple of Peace’ at Hawarden or to explore the historic cities of Chester and/or Liverpool. The conference will 
commence on the evening of Sunday 5 July and conclude at mid-afternoon on Wednesday 8 July 2009. 
Speakers will include Asa Briggs, David Bebbington (Stirling), Paul Bew (Queen’s, Belfast), Eugenio Biagini 
(Robinson, Cambridge), Jonathan Conlin (Southampton), C.  Brad Faught (Toronto), Richard Gaunt (Nottingham), 
Lawrence Goldman (St Peter’s, Oxford), Joseph Meisel (New York), Denis Paz (North Texas), Roland Quinault 
(London Metropolitan), Deryck Schreuder (Sydney), Frank Turner (Yale) and Ruth Clayton Windscheffel (St Hilda’s, 
Oxford). 
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The Research Society for Victorian Periodicals (RSVP) is pleased to announce a new fellowship for 
2009, made possible by the generosity of  publisher Gale, part of  Cengage Learning, in support of  dis-
sertation research that makes substantial use of  full-text digitized collections of  nineteenth-century Brit-
ish magazines and newspapers.   A prize of  $1500 will be awarded, together with one year's subscription 
to selected digital collections from Gale, including 19th Century UK Periodicals and 19th Century Brit-
ish Library Newspapers.

Purpose: (1) to support historical and literary research that deepens our understanding of  the 19th-
century British press in all its rich variety, and (2) to encourage the scholarly use of  full-text digitized col-
lections of  these primary sources in aid of  that research.

Eligibility: Any currently enrolled postgraduate student, in any academic discipline, who by the end of  
2009 will have embarked on a doctoral dissertation or thesis that centrally involves investigation into one 
or more aspects of  the British magazine and newspaper press of  the nineteenth century.  Preference will 
be given to projects that are interdisciplinary in approach and that propose to use methods of  explora-
tion made uniquely possible by online collections.  The digitized collections used in this research may 
include those created by any publishers or projects, whether commercial or non-commercial.

Applications: Applicants should send a C.V., and the names and contact information of  two scholars 
who are familiar with the applicant and his or her dissertation project; it is expected that one of  these 
will be the student's dissertation director. The project description (approx. 500-800 words) is the key ele-
ment of  the application. That description should concisely explain the aims of  the proposed research 
and the expected role of  full-text digitized collections in that research. 

Any queries about the application may be sent to: galefellowship@rs4vp.org. Applicants will be notified 
by November 1, 2009. The successful applicants will be expected to submit a brief  report to RSVP at 
the conclusion of  the funded portion of  their project, describing the results of  their research.

Applications for the Gale Fellowship for dissertation research to be undertaken in 2009-10 must be sub-
mitted in electronic form and sent to galefellowship@rs4vp.org by 1 September 2009.  

…

The Curran Fellowship for Research on the Victorian Press
Research Society for Victorian Periodicals

The Research Society for Victorian Periodicals (RSVP) is pleased to announce the competition for the 
second annual Curran Fellowship, a travel and research grant intended to aid scholars studying 
nineteenth-century British magazines and newspapers in making use of  primary print and archival 
sources.  Made  possible through the generosity of  Eileen Curran, Professor Emeritus of  Colby College, 
and inspired by her pioneering research on Victorian periodicals, the Curran Fellowship is awarded an-
nually in the form of  two grants of  $2,500 each.

The Curran Fellowship is open to researchers of  any age from any of  a wide range of  disciplinary 
perspectives-literary scholars, historians, biographers, economists, sociologists, art historians, and others-
who are exploring the nineteenth-century British press as an object of  study in its own right, and not 
only as a source of  material for other historical topics.  Applicants' projected research may involve study 
of  any aspects of  that press in any of  its manifold forms, and may range from within Britain itself  to the 
many countries, within and outside of  the Empire, where British magazines and newspapers were 
bought, sold, and read during "the long nineteenth century" (ca. 1780-1914).

Applicants should send a c.v., the names and contact information of  two scholars who are    familiar 
with the applicant and his or her research goals, and a description of  the project to which these funds 
would be applied.  The project description (approx. 500-800 words) is the key element of  the 
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application.  That description should concisely indicate the rationale of  the larger project to which this 
research will contribute, and indicate how the funds would assist in that research.  The applicant should 
have done enough preparatory work with finding aids, catalogs, and queries to archivists and librarians 
to be able to explain why the project's goals require that one or more particular collections of  primary 
sources (manuscripts, printed texts, or digital facsimiles) be closely examined.

Any queries about the application may be sent to: curranfellowship@rsvp.org.  Applicants will be noti-
fied by December 1, 2009.  Successful applicants will be asked to submit a brief  report to RSVP at the 
conclusion of  the funded portion of  their project, describing the results of  their research.

Applications for the Curran Fellowship for research to be undertaken in 2010 must be submitted in elec-
tronic form and sent to curranfellowship@rsvp.org by 1 October 2009.  

…

The Projection Box
Essay Awards 2009-2010

Open to all, applications now welcomed.

First Prize: £250 and publication in the journal Early Popular Visual Culture.
2nd & 3rd prizes: Books to the value of  £100.

The aims of  this award, now in its third year, are to encourage new research and new thinking into any 
historical, artistic, or technical aspect of  popular optical media to 1910, including early cinema: photog-
raphy: panoramas & dioramas: the magic lantern: shadow theatre: optical philosophical toys, and to 
promote engaging, accessible, and imaginative work.

Essays, of  5000 to 8000 words, may be co-authored. Although the judges welcome international submis-
sions, all essays must be in English. Work must be the author's own, and not previously published. For 
further details, rules, and application form see the website: www.pbawards.co.uk
Deadline: 30 January 2010.

…

The Local and Regional Press: Dictionary of  Nineteenth Century Journalism Additional 
Entries 

The editors of  the Dictionary of  Nineteenth Century Journalism are keen to expand its coverage of  the 
local and regional press, for the online version (now part of  ProQuest's C19: The Nineteenth Century 
Index site) and for any revised print edition. You can help by: Commenting on the list of  suggestions 
posted at: http://www.dncj.ugent.be/index.php?id=13&type=content; sending further suggestions (with 
one-sentence rationales) or offering to write a short entry.

Please contact Andrew Hobbs, Associate Editor responsible for the local and regional press, 
ajhobbs@uclan.ac.uk

…
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Darwin, Tennyson and their Readers: A Bicentenary Celebration, 1809-2009 
Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge

17 October 2009

2009 marks the bicentenary of the birth of both Charles Darwin and Alfred Tenny-
son. Our one-day conference will celebrate this event by exploring the interaction of 
literature and science in the Victorian period, mining the rich vein of research 
opened up by Professor Dame Gillian Beer in Darwin’s Plots (1983) and developed 
by Professor George Levine in Darwin and the Novelists (1988). Professors Beer 
and Levine will both present plenary papers at the conference, outlining the latest 
thinking and building on the central insight that ‘the cultural traffic ran both ways’. 
Short papers will therefore explore, not only the influence of Darwin on writers as 
various as George Eliot, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Thomas Hardy, but in addition 
the ways in which Victorian scientists, in particular Thomas Huxley, read and mis-
read Tennyson and other writers, including Darwin’s favourite novelist Charles Dick-
ens. There will be papers on the effect of evolutionary debates on women writers, 
notably Sarah Grand and Augusta Webster. Speakers will include David Amigoni, 
Gowan Dawson, Roger Ebbatson, Matthew Rowlinson, Marion Shaw, Rebecca Stott 
and Clive Wilmer. The publication of a selection of conference papers will mark a 
significant moment in the development of this very topical area of research.

Conference fee: £40 full fee, £30 student concession (limited places available)
Includes buffet lunch. 
For further information or to book your place at the conference on-line visit: 
www.anglia.ac.uk/darwin_tennyson or contact: valerie.purton@anglia.ac.uk

Conference and Seminar Grants

The British Association of Victorian Studies offers three grants annually of up to £250 towards the 
expenses of running a conference on Victorian Studies in the UK. We ask for bids from conference 
organisers of one- or two-day events. The competition is open to academics, graduates and inde-
pendent scholars. There are two categories of award:

 • Open conference grant 
Two grants of up to £200. We ask for bids from conference organisers of one- or two-day events. 
The competition is open to academics, graduates and independent scholars. Deadlines for applica-
tions are 30 November and 31 May each year.

 • Postgraduate conference grant 
One grant of up to £250 to support a conference organised by, and predominantly for, postgradu-
ate students. Deadline for applications 1 June each year.

See our website for further details, including application procedure and selection 
criteria: www.bavsuk.org
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