
 
Guidance Notes for Reviewers 

 
Thank you for agreeing to review for the BAVS Newsletter. 

 
Our aim is to make reviewing as accessible as possible, and we will therefore accommodate 
unforeseen circumstances that delay the process (e.g. illness, family duties). Otherwise, 
please email bavsnews@gmail.com on or before the agreed deadline with your completed 
review attached as a Word document.  
 
Submissions will be checked by the Editor before a copy-edited version with any suggested 
changes is returned for your consideration. Do please make contact if you are struggling to 
meet the deadline.  
 
Our Guidance document provides the bare bones of what we expect from a review in terms of 
form and content. But what distinguishes an interesting, engaging, and useful review from 
one that is simply a chapter overview? Opinions differ, but we can recommend the following 
short pieces on the art of reviewing to prompt reflection on this often-tricky form of academic 
writing: 
 

●​ Rohan McWilliam, ‘On Reviewing’ (2016) 
●​ James Gifford, ‘The Year’s Work of Reading the Reviewer’ (2016) 
●​ Dennis Wise, ‘The Ethics of Academic Book Reviewing’ (2022) 

Book Reviews/Foundational Texts 
Single reviews should be no longer than 850 words, and reviews of two or more titles should 
be limited to 1250 words. Reviews should provide a description of the book or resource, as 
well as an analysis of its achievements and its place within the current scholarship. Criticism 
should remain constructive, weighing strengths against weaknesses. For new releases, 
reviews should focus on recently published academic texts within the last 12 to 18 months. 
For foundational texts, reviews should focus on academic works published between 1950 and 
the present that continue to shape Victorian studies through their legacy. 
 
Exhibition Reviews 
Reviews should be no longer than 850 words. Double reviews will be considered by the 
Editorial team on a case-by-case basis, and an appropriate word limit will be decided 
accordingly. Exhibition reviews may encompass a traditional exhibit at a museum or gallery, 
as well as other cultural events, such as theatre productions, installations, or film adaptations 
related to Victorian studies, which are all welcome. Exhibition reviews should give a clear 
description of the exhibition, analyse its strengths and weaknesses, and offer a thoughtful 
evaluation. Reviewers are welcome to provide images which complement their exhibition 
review. 
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GLAM Features 
Features should be no longer than 850 words. Authors may choose to showcase projects, 
special collections, new acquisitions, research facilities, etc., but these must align with the 
BAVS Newsletter’s Victorian focus. These features should highlight the interest these 
resources hold for students, scholars, and enthusiasts working in Victorian studies. Where 
possible and appropriate, they should also indicate how readers might gain access or engage 
with these. Authors are welcome to provide images to complement their GLAM feature. 
 
Formatting Submissions 
The BAVS Newsletter follows MHRA guidelines for spelling, grammar, and bibliographical 
references. This includes UK spelling (e.g. ‘organisation’ rather than ‘organization’) and 
single rather than double quotation marks.  
 
The third and latest edition of the MHRA Style Guide is freely available online as a PDF. 
Book titles should be given in full when first referred to in the review. Subsequently, 
shortened titles can be used. If a quotation is taken from the title under review, page numbers 
(including ‘p.’ or ‘pp.’) should be included in parentheses. Other works are to be referred to 
by their full title, original author, and year of publication. If such works are quoted directly, a 
full MHRA reference should be provided in parentheses. No footnotes, endnotes, or 
bibliographies should appear in the review.  
 
Your name and affiliation (in parentheses) are to be included at the end of the review. Many 
reviewers are not associated with an institution: ‘Independent Researcher’ is a suitable 
affiliation in such cases. Book reviews from recent issues are archived on our website and 
should be consulted as examples. 
 

Review headings should appear as follows:  
 
Book/Foundational Text Reviews 
Book Title, by Author (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), XXpp., £XX 
(paperback/hardback), ISBN XXX-X-XXXX-XXXX-X  
 
Exhibition Reviews 
Exhibition Title, Institution Name, Place. Opening Date – Closing Date. Entry: £X. Link to 
exhibition website. 
 
GLAM Features 
Authors who are showcasing a particular aspect of a gallery, library, archive, or museum (e.g. 
specific holdings, events, or projects) are invited to pitch a title which reflects this. 
Otherwise, authors can select from below the title which best suits their feature: 
 

●​ Institution Name, Place. Opening Times. Entry: £X. Link to website. 
●​ Title, Institution Name, Place. Opening Date – Closing Date. Entry: £X. Link to 

website. 
 
For examples on how to format your review or feature, please refer to the latest issue of the 
BAVS newsletter on our website or contact the editorial team.  
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